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Annual General Meeting 

Friday 5th February 2010 

 

An Clár 

1. Minutes of AGM of February 12
th
 2009 

2. Adoption of Standing Orders 

3. Secretary‟s Report 

4. Treasurer‟s Report 

5. Chairman‟s Address 

6. Appointment of Tellers 

7. Election of Officer and Executive Committee Members 

8. Motions and Recommendations 

9. Any other business 

 

Standing Orders for AGM 

 

1. The proposer of a resolution or amendment thereto, may speak for no longer 

than five minutes. 

 

2. Any Club Member speaking on a resolution or amendment shall not exceed three 

minutes 

 

3. The proposer of a resolution or amendment may speak for a second time for five 

minutes before a vote is taken. 

 

4. The Chairman shall at any time he considers a matter has been sufficiently 

discussed call on the proposer to reply after which a vote must be taken. 

 

5. Voting for positions on the Executive Committee shall be by secret ballot. Voting 

on motions or recommendations may be done by a show of hands. 
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Tuarascáil An Rúnai 

 

A Chairde, 

Is mór an onóir dom tuarascáil seo a chur ós bhur gcomhair ar son Na Sáirséalaigh 

Leamhcáin don bhliain 2009. 

Included in this Annual Report for 2009 are individual team reports and reports from 

various committees and sections of the Club, audited accounts, nominations for officer 

positions and motions. 

2009 was a memorable year for Lucan Sarsfields with successes both on and off the field 

of play. The performance of the Juvenile Camogie section was once again remarkable. 

The Club can now boast Division 1 champions at U11 U12, U13 and U15 age groups as 

well as Division 3 Feile winners. The fact that Lucan has become Dublin‟s number one 

camogie club in such a short period of time is a credit to the section‟s organisers, mentors 

and talented players. Speaking at a 125-year celebration last year former GAA President 

Nickey Brennan made special mention of the great revival of Camogie in Lucan. 

There was also Division 1 success for the U12 hurlers and footballers but it was the 

performance of the U16 hurlers that really shone. By winning the league a few weeks 

after losing the championship in agonising circumstances our U16 hurlers proved, what 

many already knew that they were the outstanding team in their age group in Dublin and 

probably the Country. We congratulate their management team on their successes and 

thank them and all the other U16 managers and mentors across the four codes who now 

step down after years of hard work in guiding their teams through the juvenile ranks. We 

hope all our U16 players will continue to enjoy Gaelic games with the Club in minor and 

other adult teams. 

Our Minor footballers too tasted success by reaching the league final and by beating 

Ballinteer St. Johns in the Minor B Championship Final. The Junior Lady footballers built 

on a successful 2008 season by completing an historic championship double when they 

too beat Ballinteer St. Johns in the C Final in August.  

Following their promotion the previous season the main objective of the Senior camogie 

squad and management was to retain their Senior B1 status however the team 

surpassed expectations by finishing runners-up in the league. This performance and the 

performance of our Juvenile camogie teams augur well for even greater success in this 

code at adult level in the future.  

For the third year in a row our Senior hurlers went out of the A Championship at the semi 

final stage. Ballyboden had beaten them on the two previous occasions and this year 

they fell to Craobh Chiaráin. However with the margin of defeat reducing from 11 points in 

2007 to 5 points in 2008 and by only a single point in 2009 the team must now believe 

that they have the ability and „know how‟ to reach the final and win in 2010. The standard 

of Hurling and Camogie in the Club has benefited enormously from the excellent 

coaching being given to juvenile and adult teams by many of our senior hurlers and for 

this we are very grateful. 

Having already conquered Kilmacud Crokes, St Marks and Raheny Lucan‟s footballers 

were drawn against a very strong Ballyboden St. Endas side in the next round of the 

Senior Championship. Lucan started the game poorly but fought back strongly in the 
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second half. Despite this Ballyboden left victorious and went on to win the County final. 

The team‟s first round victory against reigning All-Ireland club champions Kilmacud 

Crokes in Parnell Park was the highlight of the Club‟s year for many of those attending 

Parnell Park that night.   Lucan‟s display of controlled football against such strong 

opposition proves they‟re now a match for any team in the Country.  

We had successes off the field too this year. Having received one of four nominations for 

Etihad‟s "Best Club Under The Sun" competition our Senior hurlers secured 111,000 

votes (52% of the overall vote) to win a 5-day trip for the full team to Abu Dhabi. We wish 

them bon voyage. 

Five days before the night of the All Weather Development Draw consideration was given 

to postponing the draw as we were unlikely to make the necessary ticket sales. What 

happened over the next few days was extraordinary. Every section of the Club rallied to 

produce a flow of tickets into the Club that became a flood on the night of the draw. We 

finished up selling 3,400 tickets, raising €100,000 in less than a week and raising almost 

€250,000 in all. Last Sunday when An Taoiseach officially opened our fabulous new 

facility he spoke of community and commended the Club on the facilities developed over 

the past decade. Thanks to the work of the project and fundraising committees and every 

member who bought or sold tickets we now have facilities to rival any club in the Country. 

More so it has once again shown the good will and support in the Lucan community for 

the Club. We look forward to the completion of Phase 2 of the project later this year.        

Our biggest off-field challenge over the next few years will be to manage our finances in 

difficult economic times. The issue of our falling income must be addressed and like 

households and other organisations we must plan to use funds more efficiently in the 

future. This might mean that the Club can no longer afford to fund or part-fund things that 

were paid for in the past. Much will depend on our ability to raise funds through 

sponsorship, fundraising and better support of our facilities. In regard to sponsorship we 

thank our sponsors and patrons for their generous support in 2009 and look forward to 

their continuing support in the coming year. 

Fundraising will be key this year and it‟s important that we broaden the base of those 

prepared to help out in organising events and not rely on the same people all the time. At 

the very least we must support these events in greater numbers. Supporting the Club‟s 

facilities is probably the easiest way to increase revenue and we should all make a 

concerted effort in this regard. Mentors should ask a parent or an adult player on their 

team to arrange one team event in the bar or function room this year – the benefits of 

such would be more than just financial. 

With pressure on finances and to comply with the GAA‟s Respect Initiative announced 

last week we must improve our on-pitch discipline so as not to damage the Club‟s 

reputation and to avoid needless and costly fines. Arguing with referees by players, 

mentors and supporters should not be tolerated. It is counterproductive, displays a poor 

attitude to the game and sometimes provides an excuse for not winning. We must also 

avoid fines for not reporting results within the required timelines. 

Our registrar Gerry O‟Grady is the only officer not seeking re-election and I would like to 

acknowledge the valued contribution and innovations Gerry has made in the role of 

registrar. I would like also to acknowledge the help of everyone who contributed in any 

way to the running of the Club throughout the year. To all our players and mentors who 

represent the Lucan Sarsfields‟ jersey with pride we greatly appreciate your efforts. To 

our supporters we hope you‟ll keep on supporting loyally in the year ahead. On a 
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personal note I‟d like to thank Assistant and Juvenile Secretary Alice Whyte and Adult 

Games Secretary Pat O‟Keeffe for all their help and support during the year in making the 

job of secretary a lot easier. 

Finally I‟d like to thank all our members for their support in making 2009 such a 

memorable year for Lucan Sarsfields. Our achievements mean that we can look forward 

with confidence and enthusiasm to an even more successful 2010. 

 

Deric OôCuilleagain (Derek Quilligan) 

Rúnaí 
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Roll of Honour 2009 

Teams 

Á ¦ƴŘŜǊ нм Ψ!Ω IǳǊƭƛƴƎ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ όнллуύ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 

Á aƛƴƻǊ Ψ.Ω Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 

Á Junior Ladies Football Championship Winners 

Á U16 Hurling League Winners 

Á U15 Camogie Championship Winners 

Á ¦мп IǳǊƭƛƴƎ Ψ/Ω CŜƛƭŜ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ 

Á U14B Camogie Feile Winners  

Á U13 Camogie Championship Winners 

Á U13 Camogie League Winners 

Á U12 Football Cup Winners 

Á U12 Hurling Cup Winners 

Á U12 Ladies Football League Winners 

Á U12 Camogie Championship Winners 

Á U11 Hurling Community Games Winners 

Á U11A Camogie League Winners 

Á U11 Football John Humphrey Memorial Cup Winners  

Á U10 Hurling Cup Winners 

Á Senior Hurling Division 1 R/Up 

Á Senior B Camogie League Runners-Up 

Á Intermediate Ladies Football Shield Runners-Up 

Á Junior Camogie League Runners-Up 

Á U16 Hurling Championship Runners-Up 

Á U16B Football League Runners-Up 
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Á U14A Camogie Feile Runners-Up 

Á U14A Camogie Championship Runners-Up 

Á U13 Football League Runners-Up 

Á U12B Camogie League Runners-Up 

Á U11B Camogie League Runners-Up 

 

Individuals 

Club Person of the Year Pat O‟Keeffe  

Hall of Fame Eddie Watters 

Management Team of the 
Year 

Minor A Football 

  

Team Player of the Year 

Junior B Football Darren Gilbert 

Junior Ladies Football Amy Martin 

Junior A Football Aidan Farrell 

Junior Hurling Colm McSweeney 

Junior Camogie Alison Hickey 

Minor Hurling James Kavanagh 

Minor B Football Ciaran Byrne 

Minor A Football Stephen Garbutt 

U21 Hurling Kevin O‟Reilly 

U21 Football Andy Kirwin 

Intermediate Football William Garbutt 

Senior Camogie Emer Keenan 

Senior Football Declan O‟Shaughnessy 

Senior Hurling Padraig O‟Driscoll 

  

Team Player of the Year Most Improved Player 

Juvenile Camogie   

U16  Michelle Kelly Gillian Byrne 

U15A  Grace Mulhern Aoife Dodrill 

U15B Emer Moloney Laura Moore 

U14A Ailbhe Ryan Sinead O‟Keeffe 

U14B Jenny Foy Holly Walsh 

U13A Niamh Byrne Ciara Coffey 

U12A Amy Gorman Ciara Casey 

U12B  Grainne Elay Nicole Keenan 

U11A Orlaith Murphy Katie Feeney 

U11B Aine Keher Emma Touhy 

Girls Football   

U10 Aisling Frey Abbie Fitzgerald 

U12 Sabrina Moloney Rachel O‟Neill 

U12 Players POY Niamh Farelly  

U14  Emma Moore & Shauna 
Kinsella 

Emma Flannery 

U14 Players POY Cliodhna Jones  

Juvenile Football   

U11A Evan Lombard Connor Heffernan 

U11B Robert Tyrell Eoin Byrne 

U12A Jordan Dowling Niall Madden 

U12B Diarmuid Reynolds Graham Moore 

U13A John Boland Ian Molloy 

U13B Eoghan O‟Neill Danny O‟Rahilly 
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Team Player of the Year Most Improved Player 

U14A Dan Kennedy Luke Lawless 

U14B Mark Hanley Oisin Fahy 

U15 Conor Cuggy Nathan Griffin 

U16A Chris Crummy Luke O‟Connor 

U16B Rory Downes Gavin Dodd (PPOY) 

Juvenile Hurling   

U8 Luke Finnerty Darragh Reid 

U10 Luke Walsh Dale Singery & Daire 
Newcombe 

U11A Ciaran Dowling Luke Maguire & Peter Fagan 

U11B Luke Murphy Matthew O‟Donovan & Fergal 
Kyne 

U12 Paul Crummy Taidgh Beehan & Eoin 
Timmons 

U13A Kevin Redmond James Carolan 

U13B Seamus Keher Leon Breen 

U14 Cian Hillery David Parsons 

U15 Robert Madden Rory Fleming 

U16 Shane Donohue Iftakar Algaimir 

 

Some ñOff the fieldò highlights 

Á Completion of All-Weather Pitch and Floodlights at 12th lock   

Á Senior Hurlers Winnerǎ ƻŦ 9ǘƘƛƘŀŘ !ƛǊǿŀȅǎ ά.Ŝǎǘ /ƭǳō ¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴέ 

Competition 

Á Lá na gClub Celebrations  

Á {ŜƴƛƻǊ IǳǊƭƛƴƎ ά.ŀǘǘƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘŜǎέ ς {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ Ǿ {ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ 

Á Aussie Rules ς [ǳŎŀƴ ¦мсΩǎ ōŜŀǘƛƴƎ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ 

Á {ŎƽǊ άbƻǾŜƭǘȅ !Ŏǘέ 5ǳōƭƛƴ ²ƛƴƴŜǊǎ  

Á Appointment of Don Dardis as new Club President  
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Camogie 

Juvenile Camogie Review 2009 

Lucan Sarsfields have had quite a year on the camogie fields. We have 277 girls playing 

juvenile camogie. Every girl represented the club with skill and pride. Our girls are a credit 

to their parents and families who have contributed so much, in every way, to the club‟s 

success in 2009. 

This year the juveniles started to feed through and make a big impact in adult ranks in the 

club - the future is very bright. Dave Byrne‟s 1993 girls have now said goodbye to juvenile 

ranks and we wish them all the best in the new under-18 competitions and in adult ranks. 

The three juvenile teams managed by Noirín Murray, Frank Greene and Martina 

McGilloway who won Division One championships all had brilliant campaigns each 

ending in thrilling final victories where heart and determination won the day. Special 

congrats to Noirín‟s under-12s on their first title. 

Joe Whyte‟s A Feile team was desperately unlucky not to win the Dublin Feile and we 

were left with a feeling of what might have been in terms of another All-Ireland Feile.  

However it was our first big win by a B team that was one of the highlights of the year for 

many people. The Feile victory by Bill Ryan‟s girls brought tears to many eyes. These 

girls have great camogie careers ahead. 

All of our B teams had a good year actually. This success is based on our inclusive ethos 

and on having two teams at every age-group. This allows every girl to play camogie at 

her own level. Of course, it‟s a big job – with us all working together - to make this 

happen. It takes remarkable characters such as Dave Bell, Colette Drum, Bill Ryan, 

Sandra Bartley, Irene Murphy, Kevin Porter and Joe Leonard to work tirelessly on 

developing players in this often thankless way.  Thanks to them all. We‟re all so proud of 

them and their success. 

Well done to everybody who was involved in running the Feile week-end in the 12
th
 Lock 

in May 2009 -  like clockwork again. A brilliant success for Lucan and for Dublin camogie. 

Club Chairman Paul Stapleton is a great supporter of camogie as is Secretary Derek 

Quilligan and of course Treasurer Eoghan Williams. Juvenile secretary Alice Whyte and 

juvenile chairman Frank Fleming and PRO Gary Beagan do famous work as well. GPO 

Johnny McCaffrey is always around for us as are Esther Keenan and Brendan Ryan. 

Liam Cuttle‟s clubhouse is always available. Esther Keenan and Marion Freeman never 

miss a county board meeting. 

Gary Beagan‟s publicity machine is second to none with Alan Flynn and Margaret Byrne 

looking after the amazing web site, while Esther, Martina, Philip Devereux and Joe Byrne 

among others are the happy snappers. 

There are eight primary schools supporting camogie in Lucan – with three more in the 

pipeline.  The club‟s primary school blitzes were won by Scoil Mhuire and Archbishop 

Ryan and produced 22 new players. Six local second level schools will take part in their 

blitz here in January and those schools – especially St Josephs and the Community 

College – are now starting to really compete nationally. There are big days ahead for 

Lucan schools. 
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Lucan also went all the way to the Leinster Community Games final. We lost by a point to 

the eventual all-Ireland Champions in Carlow in July on a never to be forgotten day for all 

that were there. 

Skills continue to improve due to the number of Lucan girls on Dublin squads. Many 

thanks to Martina and to Seamus Power and Declan Doran for their work with those 

squads. The 1997 squad trials began in January 2010 and we have big Lucan numbers 

there again. 

Over the horizon Frank, Seamus and their gang will leave no stone un-turned for Feile 

2010. Colette‟s Feile team will do well too. The new Under-18 team will be watched with 

great interest. Martina will want to deliver a first-ever Under-16 championship to the club. 

Irene Murphy and Kevin Porter will be determined to deliver an Under-12 championship, 

while great hopes lie with Dave Bell‟s under-11 squad. Joe Leonard‟s under-10s are 

expected to sweep all before them of course. 

Thanks to Tom Casserly in the club shop. The helmets and hurls are the finest. Hello and 

welcome to our two new squads in 2009. Marion Freeman‟s 2001 squad beat all before 

them in the blitzes and Mary Rigney‟s mentors are very excited about the prospects of 

our crack 2002 squad. They‟re gonna be great. 

Thanks to Pat Byrne and Bridget Kenny and the girls for their nursery work. They have 

now produced four under-7 squads since 2005 and they just keep rolling on…!  

Congratulations of course to our brilliant Dublin Players of the Year Michelle Kelly and 

Orla Beagan. 

Thanks especially to all the families who helped so much with the big draw and who have 

supported their daughters all year long. They are the real reason why Lucan Sarsfields is 

now a camogie powerhouse. 

This Lucan Sarsfields camogie story is remarkable. Behind the scenes are the people 

who don‟t grab the headlines but who are vital to the success.  They steadily improve 

performances and results year on year so that we now have the most successful juvenile 

camogie club in Dublin and the biggest in the world. This is not an accident. Parents 

always get their daughters to training and matches, they get them there on time, with the 

proper gear, they don‟t criticise team managers or referees or players. They know that 

only half of these girls will continue to play camogie after 16 years of age, but they want 

their own daughters to continue playing as long as possible because they recognise the 

value in that - at many different levels. They know that their daughter will keep playing as 

long as they are 100% positive towards her camogie career and support her and help her 

and persuade her and take an active interest in her and in her club in every way possible. 

Thanks everybody involved in juvenile Camogie in Lucan Sarsfields and well done one 

and all. There‟s no secret to this…..we all just keep on keeping going every day. 

Liam Ryan 

 

Nursery 

The Camogie nursery is in rude good health – as ever.   

 



Na Sáirséalaigh Leamhcáin – AGM February 2010 

 

12 | A n n u a l  R e p o r t  -  L u c a n  S a r s f i e l d s  G A A  C l u b 

 

Pat Byrne, Bridget Kenny, Betsy Keating, Gillian Byrne, Aoife Greene, Eimear Greene, 

Johanna Kenny, Mark Reid and the gang have an enthusiastic ever-changing bunch. The 

Camogie nursery has now produced four under-8 squads since 2006. The current girls 

were born generally in 2003 and 2004. They train (madly) in AGP on the summer Sunday 

mornings and in Colaiste Phadraig in the winter months.  

 

Anybody with girls born in 2003/2004 who‟d like to give it a lash please contact Pat Byrne 

at 086-0886260 or Liam Ryan 087-223 2211. 

  
Pat Byrne. 

 

U7 Camogie 

The Under-7 camogie squad trained every Wednesday in 2009 under the direction of 

manager Mary Rigney. A superb coaching team is in place with Ali Twomey, Laura 

Murtagh and John O‟Connell calling the shots. 

  

There are 24 dedicated girls on the squad who display tremendous potential and are very 

determined to emulate the deeds of their older sisters and neighbours in the Lucan 

Sarsfields camogie jersey in the years ahead. The girls arrive every week with buckets of 

enthusiasm in learning all the skills and the tricks of the trade from Laura, Ali and John.  

  

Each session ends with a match and the weekly pleadings of “when are we playing a 

REAL match”!!  Poor Mary. 

  

Watch this space – and keep your head down 

Liam Ryan 

 

U8 Camogie 

U8 camogie had a very good year with excellent performances from all the 2002 girls.  

 

Training took place twice a week in Willsbrook and AGP until winter when we went 

indoors to the Colaiste Phadraig CBS. The 27 girls were always enthusiastic and willing 

to learn new skills and take part in games and matches. Bull dogs charge and snatch the 

bacon seemed to be a particular favourite as well as their nightly challenge 

matches where the girls got to show off their newly acquired skills.  

  

The Under 8s proved to be a great side during their victorious matches against 

Na Fianna and Naas. We look forward to another great year with the girls in 2010. We 

have the highest of expectations for the future. 
 

Brendan Nestor and Marion Freeman 

 

U9 Camogie 

2009 was a brilliant year the Under 9 camogie girls. 
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Playing in a non-competitive league we had aggregate wins in every one of our 2 team 

fixtures. 

 

We had comfortable wins in each of our friendly matches and 2 excellent sets of Phoenix 

Park blitz tournaments, proving that this bunch of girls are maintaining the very high 

standards set by all Lucan Sarsfields camogie teams. 

 

The squad has expanded to 44 girls, and, with each and every one of them improving 

rapidly, the future looks bright. 

Joe Leonard 

 

U10 Camogie 

With almost 30 girls training regularly 2009 was a very satisfying year for our U10 

camogie teams. 

  

Playing in a two team non-competitive league, our girls more than held their own against 

some very good opposition with great games against St. Vincents, Castleknock and 

particularly Naomh Mearnog, which was of a really high standard. 

  

The skill level of this group of girls is high with many of the girls showing solid 

improvement throughout the year and we all look forward to a successful 2010. 

  

Mentors: Claire Chambers    David Bell 

 

U11 Camogie 

Under 11 Camogie entered two teams in the double team league. The format of the 

league was for clubs who had both Division 1 and Division 2 teams and was organised so 

that both matches could be played side by side at the same venue and on the same day.  

This proved a great success and facilitated the management in running the two teams 

together.  On the field, the girls were fantastic with both teams being really competitive in 

their leagues.  The Division 1 team won all their matches and finished as league winners 

while the Division 2 team won all their matches except against a very strong Ballyboden 

St. Enda‟s outfit and finished runners up. 

In the championship, both our Division 1 and Division 2 teams got very difficult draws.  

The Division 1 team was drawn in a league including St. Vincent‟s and Naomh Olaf.  

Although our team fought hard against St. Vincent‟s on their home patch, Lucan were 

beaten by a very fine St. Vincent‟s team.  In their second match, we beat Naomh Olaf to 

finish runners-up in our group.  In the Division 2 championship, Lucan recorded victories 

over Na Fianna and Thomas Davis but were beaten by Naomh Mearnog and Skerries.  

St. Vincent‟s went on to fairly easily win the A championship and Skerries went on to win 

the B championship. 

During the matches, there were some outstanding performances from girls all over the 

pitch.  The improvement in the girls‟ skills from the start of the year was fantastic.  One of 

the most pleasing aspects of the year was the fact that the Division 2 team went from 

strength to strength and by the end of the year they were a match for some of the 
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strongest Division 2 teams around.  Most of our girls also played on the U12B team which 

was just pipped to the Division 3 league by a very good St. Finian‟s team. 

Our award winners for the year were Jessica Condron as our League Player of the Year, 

Katie Feeney as our Most Improved Player, and Orlaith Murphy as our Overall Player of 

the Year.  The Division 2 side nominated Rachel O‟Neill as our League Player of the Year 

with Emma Tuohy picking up the Most Improved Player and Aine Keher our Overall 

Player of the Year. 

We would like to thank all those who helped throughout the year, particularly Ian 

O‟Connor, Joe Leonard, Sandra Condron and Dennis Carr with training.  To Dennis Carr 

and Mairead Madigan who managed the Division 2 team for their matches, to those who 

helped with washing jerseys, taking pictures, setting up pitches, and encouraging the 

girls, many, many thanks. 

Now that our girls are Under 12, we are looking forward with great excitement to the year 

ahead and hoping that the fantastic progress they‟ve made in the last couple of years will 

be maintained and that they will continue to play camogie with smiles on their faces. 

Kevin Porter & Irene Murphy 

 

U12A Camogie 

The Camogie success story of the Year 2009! 

  

Under-12 Division One Championship winners defeating Ballyboden, Plunketts and 

Vincents in the group stages. Then we beat Faughs/Celtic comprehensively in the semi-

final, and overcame St. Judes in the final in a pulsating finish on an unforgettable 

occasion for everybody involved in Lucan Sarsfields. A proud day. 

  

Played 10 league matches. (last 2 conceded by Good Counsel & Faughs). Lost four 

games, won 5 and drew 1. Matches lost were lost by 2 pts or less. 

  

Nóirín Murray, Brendan Rooney & Ken Murray 

 

U12 B Camogie 

2009 was a very enjoyable year for all girls and mentors involved with the U12B camogie 

team. 
Comprised mainly of U11 girls with solid support from U10 and U12 girls the team 

eventually finished runners up in Division 3. 

 

In all over 35 girls played for those team with the experience of playing-up against bigger 

opposition bound to stand them in great stead in the future. 

 

We struggled to get enough girls born in 1997 to field a full B team, so many thanks to the 

younger girls for their excellent performances and dedication. Eimear Devoy deserves 

special mention for her reliability. We lost out narrowly in the group stages of the 

championship. Many thanks to Kevin Porter and Joe Leonard for great help throughout 

the campaign. 

 Mentors: Noreen Murray   David Bell 
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U13 A Camogie 

The U13A camogie team had another fantastic year in 2009. Having won Division 1 of the 

championship and Division 1 of the league at U11 and u12 pressure was on in 2009 to 

deliver the three in a row.  

The league went well and despite one loss by a point we still ended up the winners. Next 

up was the championship and we faced Ballyboden in the Q/F and ended up winning the 

game by 10 points. In the S/F we faced St Vincent's, who had beaten us in the league the 

previous week, and our girls were intent on reaffirming their top spot and we eventually 

ran out easy winners.  

In the final in November we played Oliver Plunketts and this was a very even game for 

the first half and we were lucky to go in leading by a point. In the second half, aided by 

the slight breeze, we pushed on and eventually won by 8 points. In the final we had 

outstanding performances from Laura Morrissey, who also won player of the match, Orla 

Beagan, Ciara Coffey, Aoife Clancy and Amy Conroy.  

We also played in the inaugural All Ireland u13 7aside tournament in St Judes and were a 

little unlucky to lose to Valley Rovers from Cork in the semi-final by one point.  

Thanks to all the girls, mentors and parents who helped and supported the team during 

the year.  

Mentors: Kevin Morrissey, Seamus Power, Frank Greene, Julie Power  

 

U13 B Camogie 

The Under 13b Camogie team played in a highly competitive Division 2 league in 2009.  

The majority of the opposing club teams in the league were „A‟ teams, which meant very 

challenging games each week for the girls.  Despite this Lucan carved out great wins 

against Naomh Olaf, Erins Isle, Erin go Bragh and Ballyboden.    

We also had a great run in the Championship with comfortable wins against Ballyboden 

and Cuala, but unfortunately Erins Isle beat us in our third match.  With only one team to 

come out of the Championship group, we were narrowly pipped at the post. 

Great credit must go to this group of girls who improved all through the season and are 

now busily training for the 2010 season as Under 14s.  It is great to see two teams again 

in Lucan competing in this age group which is a special year with Feile Competitions to 

look forward to 

 

U14 A Camogie 

2009 was a big year for this team with our aim to retain the Dublin Div 1 Feile crown 

being the big challenge. Unfortunately after a gallant struggle with St Vincents we came 

out on the wrong side of a 2 pts defeat. However the Feile weekend was a great success 

and the club pulled out all the stops in hosting the round robin and final in the club.  

We finished Runner- up yet again in league and championship. The league was decided 

by a play-off having finished level with St Vincents in regulation matches but the 
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championship final was a big disappointment to all involved as we were comprehensively 

beaten. We were very unfortunate to have suffered a spate of injuries and sickness in the 

lead up to the match so it was going to be an uphill struggle.  

Away from the normal league and championship activity this was the first year the girls 

had an opportunity to be involved in the inter- county scene and it was great to see 6 of 

the girls playing together for Dublin at U14 level. Well done to Ciara Sheehan, Claire 

Rigney, Rachel Kenny, Ailbhe Ryan, Ailise Dowling and Kate Whyte who all featured 

prominently in championship matches and the Leinster final. Ciara , Claire and Kate are 

now members of the Dublin U16 panel for 2010 where they are putting in a hugh effort in 

a bid to win the All- Ireland series. Other members of the team who represented Dublin 

during the year were Sinead O‟ Keffee, Lauren Malone and Shannon Clarke. 

On the social side we enjoyed a weekend in the Carlingford Adventure Centre in August 

which was great craic.  

As always we would like to thank all the parents who supported our efforts over the past 

year. Special thanks to Mary Rigney who tended to all the bumps and bruises and Sylvia 

Cavanagh who took care of the laundry. Thanks to all who helped with pitch preparation 

for the matches.  

Finally a special thanks to Marian Flynn for her input and support over the past few years. 

Marian has decided to take a break and we would like to express our gratitude to Marian 

for her help.  

Joe Whyte, Tom Dowling, Antonio Sejean 

U14B Camogie 

With a panel of 18 committed players and the ongoing support of their parents, this was a 

satisfying year for the team mentors.  In the league, the team played 15 matches, winning 

9 and finishing 4
th

 out of the 9 teams in Division 2.  In the Championship we were 

unfortunate in meeting and losing to a Div 1 team in the round robin series, having won 

our first 2 matches. 

In May the Dublin Division 3 Féile was cancelled due to bad weather. Eventually re-fixed 

for the October Bank Holiday weekend, the weather was appalling on the Sunday for the 

group stages but every player in the squad of 20 played some exceptional Camogie to 

qualify for the Dublin Final on Monday 25 October in Erins Isle.  The intensity of the final 

against Thomas Davis was something to behold, especially for the huge Lucan following 

and was a cracker from start to finish with goals being crucial to Lucan's eventual victory, 

with a final score of Lucan Sarsfields 3ï0, Thomas Davis 1ï2. All of the girls did Lucan 

Sarsfields proud with their effort and commitment in winning this coveted trophy for their 

Club. 

Special congratulations to the Most Improved Player Holly Walsh and to the Player of the 

Year, Jennifer Foy.   

A very special thanks to my fellow mentors Tom Flannery, Mary Reynolds and especially 

to coaches Anthony Lee & Paul Tansey for their commitment, co-operation and 

dedication throughout the year. 

Bill Ryan 
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U15 A Camogie 

Under-15 camogie had a fantastic year. 

  

These girls proved to all and sundry that their all-Ireland Feile win in 2008 was no fluke. 

  

While the girls were shaking off the cobwebs in February 2009, they lost a league match 

narrowly. From then on they cranked it up into the big gear again and swept all before 

them for the remainder of the year….they have now lost this one game in the past two 

years….and counting. 

  

This year it was all about heart and battling qualities. This team did us proud. 

  

The girls hurled up a storm in winning the U15 A championship with victories over St 

Vincents, Na Fianna and Oliver Plunketts. The U15 Division One league final is expected 

to be played in February 2010. 

  

The girls enjoyed an amazing week-end doing beach-hurling in Achill in June. 

  

The girls who are bent on re-writing the history books in 2010 and beyond are Sarah 

Courtney, Siobhan Grimes, Tara Keenan, Grace Mulhern, Ailish O‟Grady, Orla Beagan, 

Annmarie Courtney, Amber O‟Connor, Niamh Byrne, Grainne Rochford, Ali Twomey, 

Aoife Dodrill, Lynsey Jordan, Kate Whyte, Claire Rigney, Ailbhe Ryan, Ciara Sheehan, 

Ailise Dowling, Shannon Clarke, Sarah Galvin, Rachael Kenny, Lauren Malone and Laura 

Murtagh. 

  

The team has now been further strengthened over the winter by the addition of Laura 

Moore, Aoife McElwee, Bronagh Coakley, Niamh Berry, Emer Moloney and Naomi 

Feighery. 

  

Martina McGilloway, Dave Keenan, Liam Ryan 

 

U15 B Camogie 

2009 turned out to be the last season for this spirited team as we were always borrowing 

from the U14 and U13 Bs 

We could never count on a full team for matches. That said when we played we played 

with all our might and gusto. Winning in style and losing in the same manner.  Always 

proud of the shirts we had on our backs. 

After being together for nearly 5 years the players have been dispersed through other 

teams. We wish the best of luck to all our players listed and many thanks for all the great 

memories. 

Bronagh Coakley Laura Moore (Most improved ‟09), Emer Maloney (Player of the year 

‟09), Ellen DeSay, Nianh Kelly, Louise Gibson Rachel Meehan, Isobel Fagan, Aoife 

McElwee,Rachel Walsh Lilly Wang, Naomi Feighery, Ellen Fahy, Laura Greally, Tega and 

Anisha. 

Damien DeSay and Sandra Bartley 
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Junior Camogie 

2009 was a significant year for adult Camogie as it was the first time that Lucan 

Sarsfields fielded a 2
nd

Adult Camogie team. From the start the team gelled very well 

together and the commitment from the players to training and preparation for games was 

excellent. Utmost praise must be given to the senior players for encouraging and helping 

the younger players to join in. Right from the beginning of the league it was plain to see 

our team was a force to be reckoned with.  

Thanks must go to Tadhg Clandillon for his professional approach to training the 

Camogie girls. Further gratitude must be expressed to manager Seaghan Ó Lanigán for 

all his hard work throughout the year. Thanks to the Mentors of the under 15 and 16 

squads for their endless support and organising their players to attend our junior 

matches. 

We had a great league campaign and earned our place as runners up which was a great 

achievement for the first year. Some of our girls moved up to Senior level. 

They also played well as a team in the championship but were unlucky to be knocked out.  

Marie McLaughlin was voted Dublin Junior player of the year which was well deserved. 

Thanks to Lucan Sarsfields club and all the supporters who supported the team all year. 

We are all looking forward to 2010 

Gerry OôGrady 

 

Senior Camogie 

2009 was a very successful year for the Senior Camogie team. 

Gym training commenced in early February and this preparatory work under Noel Flynn 

was of great benefit to the team right throughout the season. As the club also entered a 

Junior A team in competition for the first time both squads were excellently coached 

during the year by Tadhg Clandillon. 

Following our promotion the previous season our main aim at the start of the year was to 

retain Senior B1 status but the team excelled and achieved runner-up spot in the league. 

As there was no cup competition in 2009 the league campaign started on 7
th
 April and 

continued right through to 18
th
 October with the team securing 10 wins of the 14 league 

matches played. 

An exciting championship run saw us play Skerries Harps, the eventual winners, on three 

occasions. Having drawn with them in the round robin stage and having beaten them in a 

play-off for the final stages, we had high hopes when we met in the semi-final but 

regrettably we did not do ourselves justice on the day. 

The team also travelled to Offaly, Wicklow and Kildare for challenge games and acquitted 

themselves admirably against strong local opposition. In all, the team played in 23 

competitive games throughout the year – not including the “Battle of the Parishes” 
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Congratulations go to squad members Emer Keenan, Mairi Moynihan, Emma Flanagan, 

and Michelle Kelly for representing Dublin at various levels in 2009. 

The Senior Camogie players and management would also like to congratulate the 

juvenile section for their significant achievements this season and particularly for their 

cooperation and participation in the adult camogie section. 

Tá súil againn go mbeidh an bhlian seo chughainn chomh sásúil agus chomh rathúil is 

abhí an bhlian seo chaite. 

Seaghan O Lanagain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Na Sáirséalaigh Leamhcáin – AGM February 2010 

 

20 | A n n u a l  R e p o r t  -  L u c a n  S a r s f i e l d s  G A A  C l u b 

 

Ladies Football  

Currently Ladies Gaelic Football is the fastest growing sport nationally, in the UK, North 

America, and in Australasia. It has been almost 2 years now since a Committee made up 

of representatives from the Leinster Council, from GAA Headquarters, a Ladies Gaelic 

Football All Star, former Inter-County LG Footballers  and a Leinster Games Development 

Officer, was set up to develop a Strategic Development Plan for Ladies Gaelic Football. 

This Committee set out to cover all areas in Leinster and collate information from a wide 

range of people involved with Ladies Football in various capacities. This data was the 

framework for the Strategic Development Plan. This plan will be designed, developed and 

rolled out over the next 7 years, and its vision is to ensure Ladies Gaelic Football will 

continue to grow, develop, and strengthen in the coming years. How will this affect our 

Ladies Football Section you might ask? Every club in the province has a pivotal role to 

play, as the Clubs are the very cornerstones of the organisation.  

Just this year I had the honour of being asked to take on the role as County Sponsor for 

the Strategic Development Plan and in this role I will meet with the 55 clubs in Dublin, 

collate information, implement and help to roll out the proposed plan. Whilst working 

closely with the Strategic Planners, the Development Officers in Croke Park, and with the 

Dublin clubs, I hope to gain the experience and knowledge that is necessary to assist me 

in continuing to develop towards the success of our own Ladies‟ Football Section in 

Lucan Sarsfields. 

„It is the dream of every Ladies Gaelic Footballer to play in Croke Park, and preferably in 

an All Ireland final, but not every player will have that privilege. As an association Ladies 

Football is broadening its base with more and more activities that will give people an 

opportunity to play on the „hallowed turf‟, through Mini Games, Gaelic4 Mothers and 

Gaelic 4 Girls, to name but a few. „  

Pat Quill, Uachtaran Ladies Football 

The Intermediate Ladies under the new management of Colm Hickey had a difficult year 

trying to field a full panel of players. All credit to the ladies with Colm, Noel and Niall, as 

they managed to fulfil all their fixtures and finish 5
th
 on the League table. They also made 

it to the Division 2 Shield Final but unfortunately were defeated. Colm‟s focus is to build 

and strengthen his team numbers in 2010, and hopefully with it will come the success 

both he and his team deserve. 

Dublin Junior C final was won by our Junior Ladies in August. They overcame Ballinteer 

St. John‟s on a scoreline of 3-7 to 1-9. Emma Cooney made an outstanding contribution 

to the Lucan cause in both halves and was chosen as „Player of the Match‟. She scored 

1-2 of the Lucan total. Ellen Downes scored the crucial late goal that sealed victory for 

our Juniors. All credit is due to the Ladies in clinching this back to back title, and 

congratulations to the very successful management team of Tom Casserley, Kevin White 

and Brian Prendergast. 

Unfortunately our U16 team disbanded this year despite the best efforts of their manager, 

Martin Kelly, to replenish his panel. 

Unfortunately, the U14‟s managed by Anne Jones, Robbie Ballesty and Ed O‟Brien, saw 

their finishing position of 4
th 

in the league, an injustice to their performance throughout the 

campaign.  



Na Sáirséalaigh Leamhcáin – AGM February 2010 

 

21 | A n n u a l  R e p o r t  -  L u c a n  S a r s f i e l d s  G A A  C l u b 

 

Our U12 team, managed by Jim Flanagan, Aisling Maloney and Linda Finnegan, were 

unbeaten in the Division 3 South League, and shall now progress to Divison 2 in 2010. 

2009 brought change to the structure of U10 Football with games to be played in a non-

competitive blitz format. 2 teams from our Club were entered into the Dublin blitzes, which 

began in late April. The U10 management team of Lorna Murtagh, Triona Leonard and 

Niamh Finnegan were faced with many „teething problems‟ to begin with. Irrespective, the 

general consensus was that the girls had great fun and enjoyed the whole experience. 

This was exactly why Lyn Savage, Regional Development Officer for Ladies Gaelic 

Football, had decided to change the structure. Games had become far too competitive at 

this young age level and too many young girls had left as a result. Lyn‟s focus was to 

introduce a „fun element‟ to the game in an attempt to retain its players. 

The Football Nursery / Academy is moving from strength to strength with as many as 40 

girls in attendance on a good day. We are fortunate to have a team of very committed 

mentors, JJ Hegarty, Glen Maguire, Billy Egan, Mairi Moynihan, and Shane Hannon who 

all joined us in 2008, and our new mentors who joined us this year, Stiofan O‟ Conghaile, 

Betsy Keating, Tanya Murphy, and Rory Scanlon,. We also have 4 very talented young 

footballers assisting us as part of their Gaisce Award, Conor, Mark, Stephen and Jake, 

and the assistance of Emma from our U14 team. Many thanks to them for their support 

and dedication.  

2009 News 

May   

Lucan Sarsfields hosts the 1
st
 round qualifiers of Dublin Division 3 Feile.  

Dublin Ladies GFA held its Annual Golf Championship Fundraiser at St Margaret‟s Golf 

Course. Lucan Sarsfields, sponsored by Longstone ManagementLtd., was represented 

by the „All Stars 4‟ team of John Lynch, former Tyrone footballer, Jack Sheedy, Ciaran 

Duff, and Paddy Moran, all former Dublin footballers.   

June   

The 1
ST

 inaugural Dublin Ladies U10 Blitz was played in brilliant sunshine in 4 locations 

across Dublin - Naomh Mearnog, St Sylvesters, St Anne‟s and Naomh Olaf. It was 

deemed a great success by everyone concerned and the Dublin Ladies Senior team was 

on hand to sign autographs for all girls participating.  

July  

Gaelic4Mothers has become the fastest developing recreational sport for mums in 

Ireland. This „Women In Sport‟ Initiative was developed by the Ladies Gaelic Football 

Association of Ireland and following a pilot study, which ran last year in a few clubs 

throughout the country, it was quickly realised how popular this initiative would become.  

In 2008 there were 22 clubs participating and now in 2009 Lucan Sarsfields is of the 31 

Clubs participating in Ireland. On Tuesday July 7
th
 we embraced this wonderful initiative 

with 22 tracksuit- and runner-clad mums in attendance, ages ranging from 20‟s to 50‟s. 

August   

The Junior Ladies were victorious in the Dublin C championship. 
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Tracy Piggott, RTE Sports commentator and founder of the charity Playing for Life 

(www.playingforlife.ie) pays Lucan Sarsfields a visit. The PFL Charity held a series of 5 – 

10km charity runs throughout Ireland. These „fun runs‟ were part of their Run to Africa 

initiative (www.runtoafrica.org). The first Dublin run was a 5km held in Malahide Castle on 

the 13th of September, co-ordinated by Cliodhna O‟ Conor, Dublin Ladies‟ senior 

Goalkeeper.  An 8km run was held at Lucan Sarsfields on the 27th of September, co-

ordinated by Hugh Jones, Bernie Stapelton and Herbie Mc Clelland. The attendance was 

poor for an initial event, and is hoped to re-schedule a more successful event early in 

2010. 

September 

The 2
nd

 inaugural „Come and Try‟ evening was hosted at the 12
th
 Lock, where over 70 

girls, their parents and siblings were in attendance.  

The U12‟s are unbeaten in Divison 3 South and go on to win the League outright. 

Many thanks to the Club‟s Executive for the support we have received throughout the 

year. A special word of thanks to Juvenile Chairman, Frank Fleming, for his constant 

support, advice, and the active interest he has shown in the promotion and development 

of Ladies Football. Thanks to all mentors for your support and dedication, and to the 

parents without whom our squad would be significantly depleted. 

Go n-eiri linn in 2010, 

Anne Jones 

Nursery 

The Girls Gaelic Football Nursery/Academy has been running successfully for almost two 

years now and we are continuing to recruit girls aged between 5 and 9 years old.  

 

Over the past 18 months we have held two very successful 'Come and Try' evenings at 

the club. The 'Come and Try' evening is an open night where girls can experience 'the 

fun' aspect involved in playing Ladies Football and where parents will have an informative 

talk on how our Nursery/ Academy is run. It is our focus for 2010 to hold two 'Come and 

Try' evenings, with our first hopefully at the beginning of February. While the 'All Girls 

Football Nursery / Academy' is a relatively new concept in Lucan Sarsfields, our current 

numbers are averaging about 40 girls each week and as the interest continues to grow, 

we are hoping to expand and increase further on these numbers during this year.  

 

For the first time in the history of Ladies Football an U9 League will run this year, (up until 

2009 competitive football leagues were at U10 only). Lucan Sarsfields will certainly 

embrace this change, and already we have submitted our team Affiliation at U9 to County 

Board, also, JJ Hegarty a delegate from our Club and Academy Mentor, has been 

selected as part of the Dublin U9 Development Committee.  

 

We are currently seeking volunteers to assist us in building what we feel is the 

'Foundation Stone' for the future development of Ladies Football at Lucan Sarsfields. The 

Nursery / Academy runs Saturdays on AWP 13.30 - 14.30. Contact JJ at 086 3720804. 

Go n-eiri linn 

 

JJ Hegarty 

http://www.playingforlife.ie/
http://www.runtoafrica.org/
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U10 Girls Football 

In 2009, Under 10‟s Ladies Football rules changed to Non Competitive.  Lucan Sarsfields 

u10 Ladies competed in the North Dublin Division 3 Non Competitive League.  At the 

beginning of the season, Mentors and Parents were unsure whether this change would 

benefit the girls.  However, this has proved to be very successful as the focus has now 

moved to developing the girl‟s skills.   

In 2010, the Under 10‟s will move up to Under 11‟s and will compete in their first 

competitive league in Division 2.  Mentor‟s will also focus on trying to increase the panel 

in 2010, as at present, there are only a small number of girls playing football at Under 11 

within the club.   

Lorna Murtagh 

 

U12 Girls Football 

2009 was a great year for the u12s.  

We won our first league since we started in 2008 at u10, when we finished 3
rd

 in the 

league and we knew we could do better this year. We remained undefeated throughout. 

We then went on to the championship div 2 but unfortunately we were knocked out. 2010 

will be a big test for us but we are confident that we will do well if not better than 2009 

when we will compete at u13 Div 2. 

Mentors: Jim Flanagan, Aisling Maloney, Linda Finnegan  

 

U14 Girls Football 

Our league matches got off to a slow start with the first, against Westmanstown, played in 

mid April. The result was not in our favour, nevertheless it „shook the cobwebs‟ and got 

the team and mentors focused on what lay ahead for us in 2009. Unfortunately our 

finishing position of 4
th 

in the league, did not do justice to our performance throughout as 

we ended the year with the distinction of being the only team to have defeated O‟ Tooles 

the league Champions.  

 

We had a memorable experience in the Annual Feile competition on 2
nd

 May having 

hosted our Group 2 qualifiers at the 12
th
 Lock. Following a colourful march-past of all 

teams participating and a remarkable rendition of „Amhrain Na BhFian‟ by Katie Maher, 

the U14‟s took the field against Westmanstown.  After a convincing win their place in the 

semi finals was secured. We were then drawn to play St Anne‟s of Bohernabreena on 

Sunday 3
rd

 May in „Pairc Ui Mhurchu‟, Ballyboden. This was a different prospect for the 

U14 Ladies, as they were under pressure right from the start. St Anne‟s were at a great 

advantage having played a division above Sarsfields for the past 2 years and they also 

made great use of their Dublin U-14 stars. Still, it should be said that no heads dropped – 

Sars challenged for every ball, and kept running and contesting right to the end. The final 

score Sarsfields 1-1 , St Anne‟s 4-4. St Anne‟s went on to win the final. 

 

Summer league played through July and August gave the girls a marvellous opportunity 

to contest teams from top divisions. August saw two of our players, Emma Moore and 
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Shauna Kinsella don the „blue‟ jersey for the Dublin U14‟s in a Leinster Blitz held in 

Carlow. Both girls received Leinster runner-up medals. Championship began 16
th
 

September where we met Clannagael Fontenoy in the first round. This proved to be a 

very tough contest, with Sars victorious in the end. The final score Sars 5-1 Clannagael 

3-5. Unfortunately there ended our Championship dreams as we were beaten by O‟ 

Tooles in the next round.  

 

The Award Ceremony was held on December 14
th
 saw two very capable and strong 

players Emma Moore and Shauna Kinsella picking up joint „Player of the Year‟ Award 

while Emma Flannery, who had an astounding year in goals, was awarded „Most 

Improved Player of the Year‟. The tenacious Cliodhna Jones was awarded „Players 

Player of the Year‟. Every player on the team must be commended for their tremendous 

effort, commitment and team spirit shown in 2009. Many thanks to our ever supportive 

parents. 

 

Go mbeidh an t-adh linn, 
 

Anne Jones, Robbie Ballesty, Ed O Brien 

 

U16 Girls Football 

The League began on March 29
th 
for the U16‟s v Cuala in Meadowvale. Our panel 

consisted of 16 girls, 9 U16‟s, and 7 from U14 panel. Whereby there were some very 

strong players on the Sarsfields team, unfortunately, they were not strong enough to 

defeat a panel of 22 Cuala players.  

The nature of the rules in Ladies Football, at Juvenile level, makes it difficult or 

impossible for teams with depleted panels to provide credible opposition. Despite the best 

efforts by their stalwart manager, Martin Kelly, to replenish the panel, he had to 

eventually bow to the inevitable and disband the team.  

Anne Jones 

 

Junior Ladies Football 

The Junior Ladies completed their 5
th
 year in Junior football in 2009.  Following on from a 

marvellous 2008 when the team won the D Championship, the girls completed an historic 

championship double by beating Ballinteer St. Johns 3-07pts to 1-09pts in the C Final on 

08/08/09.  BSJ put in a great performance on the day but Lucan appearing in their 4
th
 final 

in 5 years and their 3
rd

 consecutive final, used that experience to run out comfortable 

winners on the day. Captain fantastic, Hannah Muldowney led her team to Championship 

success for the 2
nd

 year running which is a tremendous personal achievement.  

Congratulations also to Emma Cooney who was chosen as the Player of the Final by the 

county board, making it a clean sweep for the team. It was a great team performance on 

the day and it needed to be as BSJ were very determined on the day. There were many 

fine performances throughout the game and it would be unfair to single out any individual 

as it was a team performance that brought home the silverware on this occasion.  There 

were 24 players in the team that day and they all played their part in winning the 

championship. The team is about to embark on their toughest season yet when they 

compete in the B Championship in Division 4. Hopefully they will use the experience of 
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recent years and compete for honours yet again. Congratulations to Amy Martin on being 

voted Player of the year for 2009. Amy had a magnificent season in defence for the team 

and the award was fully deserved. Well done also to Kevin White. Kevin coached the girls 

for the first time this year and his coaching skills were a big part of the team‟s success in 

2009.   

Just a few interesting facts for 2009. Leanne Behan was top scorer with the squad 

scoring 15-31pts, This is the 3
rd

 consecutive year that Leanne has been leading scorer for 

the team. In 2007 Leanne scored 12-45 from 14 games, 2008 she scored  7-14pts from 

10 games giving her a total of 34-90pts in 38 games. A fantastic achievement that 

deserves a mention. Leanne also had the honour of scoring the first point of the season & 

the last score of the season. Other notable scorers in 2009 being Caoimhe Moran: 8-35, 

Emma Cooney : 7-25 & Niamh Nolan: 6-06pts. Niamh Nolan achieved the highest score 

in a single game with 4-2pts V Clontarf on 6
th 

of May. Tracey Burke was the highest 

scoring defender with 2-1pt. Emma Moore at 13 years old, was the youngest scorer for 

the team with a point against Clontarf on 24/07/09. The team played a total of 19 games 

in 2009, Lisa Heavey had the most appearances with 18. Hannah Muldowney was sin 

binned on 3 occasions in 2009 and on each occasion the opponents were Ballinteer St. 

Johns. 

I would like to thank Brian Prendergast for his input during the year. Brian is stepping 

aside this year for personal reasons and I wish him the very best for the future. I would 

like to welcome Imelda Smith onto the mentor team for 2010. Imelda has been part of the 

playing squad since its inception and though her playing days are far from over we look 

forward to her being on the mentoring team this year. 

 Junior Ladies  C Championship Winners 2009: Maeve Maguire, Imelda Smith, Hannah 

Muldowney (Capt), Amy Martin, Tracey Burke, Laura Murtagh, Niamh Malone, Sarah 

Maloney, Ellen Downes (1-0pt), Emma Cooney (2pts), Lorraine Moran, Leanne Behan (1-

03pts), Elaine Twomey, Caoimh Moran (1-02pts),  Lisa Heavey, Niamh Nolan, Emer 

Moloney, Helena O‟Toole, Cliona McDonell, Niamh Nolan, Lorna Sexton, Katie 

McCormack, Emma Moore, Dena Jones, Holly Moore, Emma Day, Cliona Flynn.  

Mentors: Kevin White, Brian Prendergast, Tom Casserly 

 

Intermediate Ladies Football 

We had a difficult time this year trying to field a full panel of players. All credit to the ladies 

with Colm, Noel and Niall, as they managed to fulfil all their fixtures and finish a very 

respectable 5
th
 place in the League. We also made it to the Division 2 Shield Final but 

unfortunately were defeated. We want to build and strengthen the team numbers in 2010, 

and hopefully with it will come the success this team deserves 
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Hurling 

Nursery 

The Hurling Nursery train twice a week; Thursday at 7.00pm in Scoil Mhuire Arleigh 

Heights and Saturday at 2.30pm at 12th Lock on our new all-weather pitch.   

 

Boys and Girls are welcome.  We have regular attendance of 25-30 players. New players 

are always welcome.  Helmets and Hurls are provided for new players. Great fun is 

guaranteed 

 

U8 Hurling 

The U8 hurlers for 2009 had a great run from 11 games we had 10 wins and 1 draw. 
   

 Results   

1 Home to Na Dubh gall  Win 5 to 0 

2 Away to Commercials  Win 29 to 2 

3 Away to St Finians   Win  11 to 0 

4 Away to Trinity Gales   Win 11 to 0 

5 Away to Commercials  Win 16 to 6 

6 Home to St Marks  Draw 3 to 3 

7 Away to Crumlin   Win 10 to 2 

8 Home Thomas Davis  Win 10 to 3 

9 Away to Odwyers   Win 34 to 8 

10 Home to Round Towers  Win 19 to 14 

11 Away win Thomas Davis  Win 18 to 6 

    
We can look forward with confidence to a great 2010 

Mentors: Eric Neville, Mark Reid, Alan Breen  

 

U9 Hurling 

2009 was a transition year for under 9 hurling as 2 different groups of players and 

mentors came together for the first time to form the team. We were able to field 3 nine 

aside teams per game and competed in a nine team group. As the year progressed the 

boy's skill level improved as did the team's performance and results. We finished mid 

table and the highlight of the year was beating Na Fianna (top team) in a blitz held in 

Mobhi road in the autumn. This was quite an achievement as they had beaten us twice 

previously in the league. 

All players who started the year with us continued and we welcomed the addition of 

several new players. We start 2010 with 41 players in our panel. We hope to extend the 

panel size over 2010 so that by mid-year we will be in a position to field a fourth team. 

We would like to thank the GPO Johnny McCaffrey for his tremendous work in bringing 

the game of hurling to the local schools which has resulted in a number of players joining 

our panel. 
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I would like to thank all the parents for their wonderful support during the year and in 

particular for their fantastic input into fundraising for the all weather pitch. 

I would particularly like to thank my fellow mentors Vince O'Connor, James Barrett, 

Dermot O'Brien, Sean Whelan and Cliff Butler for their enthusiasm and time without 

which we would not have such a successful panel of players. 

Finally, we look forward to the 2010 hurling season and our goal is to achieve a top 3 

finish this year and consequently qualify for the champions‟ league next year. 

David Lombard 

 

U10 Hurling 

The beginning of 2009 saw a change in our panel of players and mentors.  Vincent 

O'Connor after over 2 years as mentor with this team moved back to helping out with the 

Under 9 hurlers. With this move, he also brought back a number of great players that had 

been playing a year up the previous year. Thanks to Vincent we had a great panel to start 

out the year. Myself, Rob Hyland, Finian Ward and Owen Ward took on the mantle of 

looking after the team with some degree of apprehension being new kids on the block. 

With the help of Johnny McCaffrey a number of new players were introduced into the 

panel during the year, which has increased to 30 at the present time.   

Our first match of the 2009 season saw us playing Clann Na Gael out in Ringsend. The 

opposition only had 14 players which we hoped wasn't going to be the way the league 

panned out for the rest of the year. Teams were to consist of 9 aside but we played 7 

aside that day we had 21 players. Overall we won these matches. We continued for the 

rest of the season with overall wins in all our League games apart from Ballinteer away 

when we drew. In between we had some tough matches against Ballinteer, Cuala and 

Thomas Davis. On Good Friday we played in a tournament in St Kevins where we won 

the Pat O'Shea trophy with the help of 5 Under 9 hurlers against St Kevins in a tough 

physical match, we were unbeaten that day. And so the season continued. In June nine 

players from the under 10s and eleven from PJs under 11s made up Lucans Community 

games team. They beat St Judes in the Dublin final and went on to represent Dublin 

against Naas in Lucan Sarsfields grounds. Up against excellent opposition Lucan battled 

valiantly, however Naas got the upper hand in the second half and came out winners. Our 

best day out of the year was a trip down Wexford to participate in the Gorey Tournament. 

In glorious sunshine we played the first 3 matches winning 2 and drawing one with the 

home team. Our lads were disappointed that they lost out on winning the league stages 

of the tournament through goal difference. However there was some consolation with a 

semi-final place in the shield against Kilmacud which we went on to win putting us 

through to the final. The final was a tough match against a local Wexford team which 

we came out on top after a hard fought match. Players, mentors and parents went 

home extremely happy that day. With each year attitudes and strengths improve and this 

has certainly been the case with our players. Our last game on the new all-weather at the 

end of 2009 was a surprise and has shown how much this team has developed over the 

season.  

Next year sees new challenges and we don't for see the opposition getting easier. With 

the all-weather development we have an improved surface from the hockey pitch to train 

on and we have no doubt that our winter training sessions will be much improved.  We 

wait in anticipation to see who will be in our group this year.   
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Through the year we have received great help from a number of people. Fintan Clandillon 

has done wonders with the boys from St Marys and has been an invaluable source of 

inspiration for these boys. Johnny McCaffrey has provided us with some great new 

players during the year and hope he continues to do so. Antonio Sujan who provided 

some much needed fitness training for the boys at the back end of the summer. Fergal, 

Ben etc from the Under 10 footballers for co-operation and help in development of our 

dual players.  All the parents (and there is a large number of them) who have helped 

out during the year. Thanks to all of these people and anybody we've forgotten.  

Alan Flynn 

 

U11 Hurling 

Gormanstown Indoor Tournament – won our section for third year in a row and had 2 

other teams finish mid-table in their sections. 

 

U11 Hurling Cup - finished in a 3-way tie for first in their division, only missed out on finals 

on points difference. Qualified for Division 1 of hurling league as a result. 

 

U11 Camaint - summer hurling tournament, we qualified for the semi-finals of the Shield 

competition in Parnell Park. Won our semi-final vs. Naomh Barrog. Played St. Sylvester‟s 

in the final and only lost by a last gasp goal! 

 

U11 Hurling League - played in Division 1 all season and finished in mid-table Division 1A 

and bottom half of Division 1B - very good start to league hurling at the top level. 

 

Also played in a few invitational tournaments against various Dublin and country clubs, 

great experience for coaches and kids alike. 

Sean Butler 

 

U12 Hurling 

2009 was a very successful year for U12 Hurling winning 3 finals.  The year got off to a 

great start when we won the Div. 1 Cup beating Na Fianna in the semi-final and Kilmacud 

Crokes in a very exciting final.  There were some fine displays of hurling on final day from 

both teams and some of these players have the potential to play at county level in the 

future. 

Our next successful competition was the Camaint during June and July.  It was difficult at 

times to field a full team and we must thank the U11 players who stepped into the breach.  

The Camaint final was played in O‟Toole Park in September when we beat St. Oliver 

Plunketts in the semi-final and St. Mark‟s in the final.  We would like to thank Jim Madden 

who very successfully stepped in as manager when needed. 

Lucan Sarsfields played host to the Leinster League this year.  Coolderry from Offaly and 

St. Martin‟s from Kilkenny were the visiting teams.  Castleknock were also due to play 

with us but had to withdraw at the last minute.  Again the U11‟s saved the day by making 

up the 4
th
 team.  The competition was strong but the U12‟s from Lucan proved to be the 

best team on the day winning all of their matches with relative ease.  A special word of 

thanks to all the parents who provided tea, sandwiches and cakes on the day. 
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Over the October Bank Holiday weekend together with U12 Football we had a very 

successful trip to Belfast to visit Lamh Dearg.  We played a hurling match on the 

Saturday against a very strong Naomh Eoin team.  This was a return game as this team 

had played us in Lucan Sarsfields earlier in the year when they beat us convincingly.  

However on this occasion our lads were better prepared and while we did not win the 

game, we did play very well.  The hospitality shown to us all weekend by Lamh Dearg 

was second to none.  A number of parents travelled with us and a great weekend was 

had by all.  It was a very tired bunch who returned to Lucan on Sunday evening.  A very 

big thank you to Martin Buchanan and Jim Madden for organising the weekend. 

The lads have shown continued commitment in their training and in games and we hope 

this will continue in the coming year.  Some of the newer players have shown great 

potential and will keep the more experienced players on their toes. 

We would also like to thank all the parents for their help with laying out pitches, putting up 

nets and catering during the year.  Also thanks to PJ, Sean and Michael and all the U11‟s 

for helping us out.  Thanks also to Darragh, Mark and Anthony from the U13‟s for letting 

some of our lads train and play with them.  A special word of thanks to Kevin O‟Reilly for 

helping out with training and travelling to the Cup final.  His experience and input is 

invaluable to the players. 

We finished the year with a very competitive karting competition followed by our annual 

awards ceremony.  Our awards for 2009 POY Paul Crummy and MIP Tadhg Behan and 

Eoin Timmons. 

Mentors: Tom Flannery, Greg OôNeill, Brendan OôMaoilmhana 

 

U13A Hurling 

We started the year with a panel of 18 players and developed some B players to A level 

also. It was a mixed year; we found it difficult to get any consistency but showed that on 

our day we are a match for anyone. We finished second from bottom in the first division 

after finishing 3
rd

 place the previous year. We had some very tight matches and lost 

others by a lot, demonstrating that when we are missing some key players it has a major 

effect on our performance. 

We worked hard in training on teamwork and passing and getting a style of play in place 

– taking on defenders, finding the man in space – and this started to bear fruit towards 

the end of the year. Our highlight was finishing 3
rd

 in Division 1 in the P.J Troy 

tournament, effectively the under 13 Feile. We lost a cracker of a semi final to the 

eventual champions Whitehall by just one point and were in very hard luck. We had a 

good day out in Wexford at St. Martins and also hosted Tramore and Castleknock at the 

club, regaining our trophy.  

One of the most encouraging aspects of the year is that we didn‟t lose any players and 

we have a very dedicated bunch. It looks likely that we will be in Division 2 this year and 

this will give us an opportunity to play the weaker players and also give us a good chance 

in the Feile.  

Overall it was a year that will give us encouragement for the year ahead.  Finally, I would 

like to thank Mark Smith and Mark Redmond for running the team with me and also to 

Dara, Ollie and the under 12 mentors for their help with the B team. The parents also 
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deserve great credit for their support and interest. Player of the Year - Kevin Redmond. 

Most improved – James Carolan. Roll on 2010! 

Anthony Nolan 

 

U13B Hurling 

At the start of the 2009 season we had to make a decision whether or not we should 

enter an U13B hurling team given the few numbers we had.  The reality of the situation 

was that we had 7 confirmed players, 3 of which had just started hurling within the 

previous 2 years as well as a couple of others who played with us when they could make 

games.   

The deciding factor to enter the 2
nd

 team in the end was simply down to these players 

strong wish to play hurling and get game time under their belts – we weren‟t going to 

deny them that! 

It would not have been near possible to enter the U13B team into competition but for the 

great help and support received from Tom, Greg and the U12 hurlers.  Given the U12 

games were at a different time than ours made it feasible to field full team at U13B.   

On match days we typically fielded as many U12‟s as U13‟s to fulfil fixtures.  During the 

season we were delighted to attract 3 new players – great to see lads starting to hurl at 

12 and 13 – it‟s never too late!  While in the beginning it was evident that the team did not 

train together the lads soon formed a very strong team spirit and put in some tremendous 

performances. Some of the regular U12‟s joined the U13 training nights which made a 

significant difference to the team‟s performances.  

The team played in Division 4 with 11 other teams from across Dublin.  There were highs 

and lows throughout the season having taken full points from just 3 out of 11 games.  

However, on a more positive note the effort and team performances put in during the 

season were consistently strong.  Never once did this team believe they were beaten and 

in 2 games came back from being over 10 points down at half time to be only beaten by a 

score at full time.  The stronger the opposition put in front of this team seemed to 

motivate a stronger performance.  One example of this was the performance against the 

eventual league winners who were unbeaten all year where it took an injury time goal to 

edge us out by a point. 

Another highlight of the year was a day trip to Wexford to play in a 3 team friendly 

tournament.  The team put in 2 fantastic performances, winning one game and loosing 

the second game by the narrowest of margins. 

We started out the year with the hope of getting a group of largely inexperienced hurlers 

involved in competitive and enjoyable league.  I think we achieved largely what we set out 

to achieve in terms of keeping lads hurling at a competitive level and preparing them for 

their next challenge – their Féile year.   

We finished up the year having recruited 3 new hurlers with 3 others of the team 

improved enough to play the last few games for the A team.  As a result we can now look 

forward to large and strong Féile squad where every player will be fighting for their 

positions on the field. 
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Finally, I‟d like to thank Ollie Mann, Tom Flannery, Greg O‟Neill for all their help during 

the year in getting the teams organised and fielded.  Thanks to Anthony Nolan, Mark 

Smith, Mark Redmond and Joey Byrne from the senior hurlers for their tireless work on 

the training field and of course to all the parents that helped with lifts, nets, pitches, 

jerseys and support throughout the year.  A special word of thanks to the U12 players 

who helped us out during the year and indeed their parents – parents who typically didn‟t 

see the lads from when they left for their own matches in the mornings until they returned 

late in the evening after lining out for the U13‟s.  

Mentors: Dara Keher, Ollie Mann, (ably assisted by Greg O‟Neill and Tom Flannery!) 

Dara Keher  

 

U15 Hurling 

The under 15 hurlers had their first season in division 1 in 2009, having won division 2 in 

2008. They played 8 games in the league, winning 5 and losing 3. They finished fourth in 

the division and were only 2 points off second place in the league. This represented a 

wonderful achievement for a team straight up from the second division. The team lost in 

the quarter final of the championship. They were unlucky to lose, shooting far too many 

wides on the day. 

About 10 of the under 15 players also played under 16 hurling in 2009, winning a division 

1 title and runners-up medal in the Championship with this team. The under 15 and under 

16 panels trained together all year and great credit must go to Fintan Clandillon and 

Cronan Dooley for their dedication to training this group of players. 

The strength of the under 15 hurling squad is based on the fact that from a panel of 22 

players, only 2 are underage. The future for all codes in the club must be to build the 

squads so that we only play a minimum of underage players in our teams. 

This panel of players will again compete in division 1 in 2010 and in the “A” 

Championship. There is every reason to be hopeful that this group of players can bring 

further honours to Lucan Sarsfields in 2010. 

I would like to thank Fintan and Cro for their dedication throughout the year. In addition I 

would like to thank Robbie Breen, Mark Smith, Donal Ward and Eamonn Cuggy for their 

continued help and support. Finally I would like to thank the parents of this fine group of 

players for their fantastic support through the year. 

Frank Fleming 

 

U16 Hurling 

Buíochas ó chroí leis na buachaillí ar fad a d‟imir faoi 16 an bhliain seo caite. Bhí ard 

bhliain againn. Comhghairdeas leo go leir. 

Our u16 Hurlers had another great season in 2009, finishing as Division I League 

Champions and losing by the narrowest of margins to Ballyboden in the Championship 

Final. 

Our only defeats last year were against Na Fianna in a league match when several key 

players were missing through injury and in The Championship Final. With a bit of luck we 
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could easily have seen out the year undefeated. This group of players now rank as the 

best in their age group in Dublin and are more than a match for the best from any other 

county in Ireland. 

We look forward to 2010, when once again we expect to be highly competitive in both 

League and Championship. We know that the new management team: Fintan Clandillion, 

Cronin Dooley, Micheal Moylan and Joe McDonagh will leave no stone unturned to land a 

Minor A Championship. We wish them and the team every success in the coming years. 

A special word of thanks to all the parents and supporters who encouraged, motivated or 

helped the team in any way. To Cronin Dooley and Fintan Clandillon our fantastic 

trainers. To Frank Fleming and his team and management for their enormous 

contribution. To the Juvenile and Club Executive for their great support. Go raibh mile 

maith agaibh uilig. 

For us it‟s been a huge privilege to have had the opportunity to work with this group of 

players. They are truly exceptional in every regard, fantastically skilful hurlers, highly 

motivated, disciplined and fearless. 

Míle buiochas, guimís gach ádh agus sonas oraibh ins na blianta atá amach roibh, in 

bhur saol agus ar phairc na h-imertha.  

Gerry Bellew, Sean O Conghaile 

 

Minor Hurling 

the 2009 minor panel hurled in Division 3 of the League and the C Championship, our 

panel mostly consisted of first year minors and we also used four under 16s throughout 

the year.  Our league campaign was reasonable winning 5 out of our 9 matches, we had 

a few bitter disappointments along the way like losing to Towers one evening in May in 

Arthur Griffith Park, a game that we expected to win comfortably but on the evening Na 

Chloightaí went home to Clondalkin savouring a famous win over Lucan.  We saw what 

could have been in our last league fixture where with a full panel we had a good win in 

the 12th Lock over the league winners Whitehall, this was Whitehall's only defeat in the 

league. 

  

In the Championship we started with high hopes going out to play Raheny, we lead for 

most of the game by a point or two but we lost the lead with less than 10 minutes to go 

and Raheny ran out as 3 point winners scoring a late goal.  Our next match was against 

Kilmacud Crokes, a team that we beat comfortably in the league.  They travelled to Lucan 

and beat us by 5 points in a hard fought contest.  Having lost our second round robin 

match it was now impossible to advance in the competition.  Unfortunately our third round 

robin match clashed with an U16 League final and we were without 4 skillful U16 hurlers 

for this match V Ballyboden and we lost this game as well, all in all a disappointing 

Championship. 

  

Our player of the year for 2009 was James Cavanagh, well deserved for his dedication 

and determination both at training sessions and at matches.  Cronan Dooley trained the 

team for the year supported by Fintan Clandillon and Aidan Glover , these lads are an 

example to us all the way that they fitted in coaching a minor team with their senior 

training and games schedule as well as the rest of their lives. 
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We would like to thank the lads for their commitment during year, we wish the second 

year minors well in their future sporting careers and we look forward to hearing good 

things about the 2010 minor team. 

  

Pat OôKeeffe 

 

Junior Hurling  

We had a mixed season. We lost narrowly to Good Counsel in the championship quarter 

final. Good Counsel went on to win the final. We finished midway in the league and we 

only played a few cup games. Twelve of our team trained with the senior panel and while 

that can be good it does nothing for team morale as we were left with about 8 players 

who trained together on a regular basis. 

Lucan Sarsfields should really be fielding 3 adult teams. It is a concern that young players 

leaving the minor ranks are being lost to the club. Ideally our 3
rd

 team should be made up 

of younger players who could easily hold their own in division 4 or 5. This would ensure a 

steady supply of players for the other two adult teams in the following years. 

Michael OôGrady 

 

U21 Hurling 

In the curtain raiser to the official opening of the All Weather Pitch last Sunday the U21 

hurlers 2009 championship ended when they went down to Na Fianna at the 12
th
 Lock by 

1.07 to 1.09. Looking the stronger team and leading throughout the game Lucan fell 

victim to a very late breakaway goal and with little or no time left on the clock they were 

unable to find an equaliser. 

A more detailed report on the U21‟s 2009 season will follow in due course. 

  

Senior Hurling 

This was the fourth year of management of Seán Mc Caffrey and his selectors Kevin 

Brennan, Willie Coogan and John Dermody with new selector Mícheál McGrath on board. 

The panel consisted of 32 players, 13 of whom were eligible to play Junior Hurling. There 

were 5 newcomers to the panel: Paddy Ward, David Needham, Robert Lambert, Damien 

Healy and David Bourke. 

1.  Boland Cup 

The panel began their gym work in Barry Whelan's gym in Fonthill on Saturday 21st of  

February followed by fieldwork with Willie and John a week later. We were entered in 

Group A of the two groups of five in the Boland Cup. Our opponents were  O'Toole's, 

Craobh Chiaráin, Ballyboden St. Enda's and Naomh Fionnbarra.A home game against 

O'Toole's on Sunday 22nd February  was deferred but never played. We lost 2-11 to 1-8 

away to Craobh Chiaráin on 8th March and drew 1-12 with Ballyboden away on 7th July. 
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We were never fixed for Naomh Fionnbara. Why can't the County Board run off the 

Boland Cup at the beginning of the season while teams are getting back into training? 

Presumably some team won the cup-----eventually! 

2.  Senior League Division 1 

The 12 team league competition was played on a home and away basis. We had our best 

league placing ever at Senior level by winning 8 games while losing two to qualify to meet 

Ballyboden "A" in the top two final. We won at home to O' Toole's, Faughs, Kilmacud 

Crokes, Crumlin and Cuala. We had away wins against Naomh Fionnbarra, St. Jude's 

and Ballyboden "B" while we lost away to Ballyboden "A" and St. Vincent's. We never 

played Craobh Chiaráin due to deferrals. We looked forward with hope to our first Senior 

"A" League Final against Ballyboden "A" on their all-weather pitch at Sancta Maria. Lucan 

were up for it and looked good as they led 0-6 to 0-2 against a stiff breeze after 15 

minutes. From then on, we conceded 1-5 from frees to reach half time down by 1-8 to 0-

7. Two goals either side of the half from Ballyboden knocked the wind out of us and 

although the team fought bravely, they were bitterly disappointed to lose 3-10 to 1-9 in a 

game they could have and should have won. 

3.  Leinster League 

We entered the Leinster League in April beating Blackwater of Wexford 1-17 to 1-13 at 

home, beating Glenealy of Wicklow 2-15 to 2-10 in a royal battle away, got a walk over 

from Celbridge thereby qualifying to meet Ballinamore of Offaly, managed by Michael 

Duignan, away in the quarter final. The home team were on song dictating play until 

Lucan's new kid on the block, Paddy Ward, toiled, fought and defied the odds to literally 

"grab" two goals. After the break, Lucan dug very deep to win a famous victory 4-8 to 2-9. 

On 19th May, we played Askamore of Wexford in Ashford in the semi final and were 

beaten 0-19 to 1-11 by a more focussed, skilful and hungry team. It was our best venture 

into the Leinster League as up to this year we had never won a game. 

We played 5 challenge games throughout the season to help focus the team on the 

upcoming championship, viz. St. Leachtain's of Freshford (A), Buffer's Alley of Wexford 

(A), Meath County Team (H), Kildare U-21 team (H) and Junior Hurlers (H).  

4.  Kevin's 11 Aside Tournament 

On Easter Saturday 11th April, we took part in the Kevin's Hurling Club 11 aside 

tournament. In the group stages, we beat Cuchulainn's of Antrim 1-9 to 0-4, beat Crumlin 

1-8 to 0-2, beat Adamstowm of Wexford 0-11 to 0-2, beat Glenealy of Wicklow 2-7 to 1-3. 

In the semi final, we beat Clonakenny of Tipperary 2-12 to 3-6 and then went on to beat 

the past masters of this tournament, Meelick Eyrecourt by 0-18 to 4-4 in the final. It was a 

great honour for the team and for the Club. Those involved were  D. Cunningham, B. Mc 

Garry, P. Tansey, C. Dooley, John Byrne, K. Brennan, K. Fitzgerald, A. Roche, F. 

Clandillon, N. Gleeson, P. Ward, K. Roche, Joey Byrne, B. Aird and A. Whyte. 

5.  Senior A. Championship 

The third year trial championship format of four groups of four teams each (including four 

divisional teams, Dublin N.E.Dublin N.W, Dublin S.E, Dublin S.W.) was continued with our 

opponents being  O' Toole's, Dublin S.W. and St. Jude‟s. 

On Saturday 29th August in O' Toole Park,  O' Toole's beat us 1-21 to 1-16 with K. Flynn 

of O' Toole's converting 8 frees and two 65s.Two weeks later, Lucan impressed by 
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beating  Dublin SW 4-16 to 3-10 in O' Toole Park with T. Somers (0-8), P. Brennan (2-0) 

and A. Roche (0-4) to the fore on scores. 

Another two weeks on, again in O' Toole Park, Lucan overcame St. Jude's 4-6 to 1-8 to 

not only qualify for the quarter finals but to guarantee Senior Championship status for 

2010. On 10th October in O' Toole Park, we beat Kilmacud Crokes 1-20 to 1-10 to reach 

our third county semi final in three years. The introduction of K. O' Reilly in the second 

half lifted Lucan who scored 14 points in that half, 5 each from T. Somers and K. O' 

Reilly. 

Two weeks later, we faced Craobh Chiaráin in the semi final. We had a huge crowd in 

Parnell Park and the neutrals and hurling clan willed us to win. We started well but 

gradually Craobh drew us down to their pace and style and we lost our rhythm. They 

cramped our forwards' style and their two well spread goals in the first half rocked us. We 

were still in it up to the final whistle . They admitted they got out of gaol-- on another day, 

we would not have let them. So near and yet so far! M. May did a wonderful job on A. Mc 

Crabbe but the players now know that everyone must do the same on their men--backs 

and forwards. Wiser now, the hunger is fuelled. The margin of defeat at this juncture has 

fallen over three years from 11 points to 5 points to 1 point. Ar aghaidh linn an bhliain seo 

chughainn. 

6.  Abu Dhabi  

The Senior Hurlers responded very favourably to selling tickets for the All-weather Pitch 

Development Draw. They were also very involved in the Race Night in May which was a 

huge financial and social success. They again responded very positively to the 2009 

Christmas Raffle. 

Finally they worked non-stop over four days in October to secure 111,000 votes (52% of 

overall votes) for the Etihad "Best Club Under The Sun " competition. Their hurling 

dexterity worked furiously on a battery of laptops in Westbury to secure the prize of a 5-

day trip for the full team to Abu Dhabi in late February. This is a tremendous 

achievement, all the more as the team will be coached there by Nicky English who did the 

honours for Portumna last year. A sincere thank you to everyone within the Club and 

outside who voted so loyally for us to win this once in a lifetime trip. Abu Dhabi Abú! 

7. Overall 

Congratulations are due to the management and panel of players for our third 

Championship odyssey.  

Thanks to Seán, Kevin, Mícheál, Willie and John for their dedication and dependability 

throughout the season .Thanks to Liam Reidy, John Mills, Pat Glover and Séamus O 

Cathasaigh for their  support and dependability and to Eoin Mullarkey for his refereeing 

and Board representation. Thanks to Kathleen Roche for the hard work, dependability 

and consistency in the “soup kitchen”, to Maria Mc Grath,  Hilary Mc Donald, Fiachra 

Power, Cillian Mac Suibhne and their stand-in replacements for their skill and 

commitment in dealing with injuries, sprains and weary limbs, to Seamus Clandillon for 

looking after the gear and related issues. Thanks to Paul Stapleton, Derek Quilligan, Alice 

Whyte, Garry Beagan, Gerry Mc Andrew, Pat O' Keeffe and the executive committee for 

their help and support throughout the year. 

Our loyal supporters, opponents, neutrals and the local media have recognised our 

progress to reach the holy grail of Dublin Hurling. Untimely injuries to John Byrne, Crónán 
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Dooley, Fintan Clandillon, Dáire Brennan and David Needham were a huge loss to 

Lucan's championship drive in 2009. We wish them each a speedy recovery. 

Continued success to our 2009 Senior county panellists John Mc Caffrey, Peter Kelly, 

Mick May and Kevin O' Reilly and to Peter, Mick, Niall Gleeson, Peter Carroll and Aidan 

Roche on their involvement with the Dublin U21 team. Congratulations also to John Mc 

Caffrey and Peter Kelly on being selected on the Blue Stars Hurling team. Well done to 

all the Club players who represented various third level colleges, Dublin Colleges' team 

and inter school competitions. 

The executive, Senior Hurling management and players of Lucan Sarsfields are very 

grateful to Michael Whelan of Maplewood Homes for generous sponsorship of the senior 

hurlers in 2009. We look forward to Michael‟s continued interest and support. 

Thanks to the management and players of the Junior and Minor teams for their 

cooperation regarding training and player availability. We also thank our loyal supporters 

and backroom team for their interest and continuous encouragement. We wish  Jerome 

Twomey and his wife, Sarah,  every good health and prosperity in their marriage. 

We wish safe passage and a swift return to Andrew Duff as he goes walkabout down 

under . Thanks to Liam Cuttle and his bar staff for their patience and support and to Gerry 

and Anne O‟Shaughnessy for their contribution. 

Congratulations also to Padraig O' Driscoll as Senior Hurler of the year and to Kevin 

O'Reilly as U21 Hurler of the year. 

A special word of thanks to the following senior players who gave of their time and energy 

in coaching other hurling and Camogie teams within the club: 

14H:  John Byrne, Alan Whyte 

16H:  Fintan Clandillon 

Minor H:  Cronan Dooley 

Adult Camogie:  Tadhg Clandillon 

13B Camogie: Rob Lester, Kevin Fitzgerald 

14B Camogie: Anthony Lee, Paul Tansey 

Begun as an experiment in 2008, this scheme has been generally successful with a few 

areas needing improvement. We look forward to continuing to build on this “hands on” 

approach to ensure there is understanding, recognition and development between 

juvenile and senior management and players to strengthen the development of hurling 

and camogie in Lucan Sarsfields 

Seamus Clandillon 
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Football 

 

U8 Football 

Following two years in the Nursery, three pre season challenge matches and a weather 

delay on weekend 1 the under 8 (2001) footballers finally made their debut on the CCC1 

Southside league on February 14th.   

In total 4 teams were entered in the go game format with in excess of 34 players lining 

out for the combined teams.  On weekend 1 the teams recorded a narrow one point 

victory over Naomh Olafs and a convincing win over St Marks.  Matches continued 

throughout March with performances improving on every outing.  By the end of March St 

Judes, St Annes, Kilmacud and Thomas Davis had all fallen to the swift passing skills 

displayed by all four teams.   

In April a comprehensive win over Round Towers was balanced out by their first defeat to 

Kilmacud Crokes.  Again in May the weather struck and the team managed to play only 

one round of games which resulted in a home defeat to Olafs and a victory over St 

Marks.  In June three tight games against Kilmacud, Judes and Round Towers left the 

Team 11 and 3 at the half way point.   

Following the Summer Break the team hit the ground running with 4 victories on the trot 

over Westmanstown, Templogue, Naomh Olafs and Kilmacud.  October brought victories 

over Crumlin, St Judes and Klmacud balanced out by the fourth and final loss of the year, 

this time in a close physical game against Liffey Gaels.   

Once again in November the weather played havoc with the fixtures list, with only one 

competitive outing against Thomas Davis courtesy of their all-weather facility.  This tough 

encounter resulted in a 42-35 victory for Lucan following extended additional time and 

Davis's throwing everything at Lucan including the kitchen sink.   

In summary the Team had a very successful year winning 17 out of their 21 matches.  

However, the highlight of the year was the commitment shown by all players both in 

training and during matches.  The team has shown tremendous spirit and displayed an 

ability to move the ball quickly from end to end.  In defence they rarely committed a foul, 

relying upon their ability to marshal the opposition out of the scoring zone.  The 

squad has grown from 34 in January to over 50 in December.  This has resulted in the 

team being well positioned for the under 9 league in 2010.   

Ciaran Dunne 

 
 

U9 Football 

We started off the season with a squad of forty five players. With the large numbers 

involved it enabled us to field four teams on each match day. What gives me great 

satisfaction is how well all the kids have developed and learned new skills throughout the 

year. We have increased the number to around fifty on the squad. 

We worked very closely with the under 8‟s in organising the very successful street 

leagues we picked up new players to add to the already large squad. 

As Team Manager I would like to thank Ian O‟Connor my assistant, all the mentors and 

parents who helped and supported me last year. A big thanks goes to all the parents who 
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sold tickets for the All Weather pitch draw, it is a great facility for the club and will benefit 

all the teams in the coming years.  

We are all looking forward to a successful season ahead. 

Tom Millea 

 

U10 Football 

As the year comes to a close we can reflect with pride on the efforts of a group of players 

that battle week after week to represent our club.  

Playing outside a competitive league structure (GO Games) our own personal record of 

each game can reflect our progress.  

We did well, even though there is always room for improvement. 

The challenge for mentors has been to create elements of fun, while helping the young 

players realise the need to practice, and to do their best each week to improve. 

We encourage all levels of ability, helping each child reach their full potential. 

The reward for the mentors is sessions twice a week with attendances of over 45 children 

eager to improve on their skills. 

We had many memories this year and without the support of a group of friends, mentors 

and parents we could not have had the successes on and off the field. 

Thank you!!!!  

Looking forward to 2010  

Ben, Fergal, John, Donie, Kevin, Donal 

  

U11A Football 

The U11 A football team started the year by participating in the A cup. We were in a 2 

team group, this meant combining the scores from two games to get a score. We played 

very well and made it to the semi-finals, losing only one game by a combined score of 2 

pts to Cuala. 

 

In the semi's we played St Judes, who hadn't won a game by less than 35 pts. We lost to 

then by only 2 pts in a great semi. Overall in the cup only 2 teams managed to bet us and 

they were the finalist. 

  

In the league we returned to 1 team. Again we performed very well. Finishing in 3rd in a 

very strong league and only missing out on a play-off place by a rare loss to Thomas 

Davis. Our performance in the cup and league has put us firmly in the top 3 on the 

Southside at U 11's. 

  

In September we were invited to play in a blitz at Clontarf. We beat Naas and Ballymun to 

get to the semi‟s and eventually lost to Clontarf in a very close game. 
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With our showing this year in cup and league, we the mentors feel that, next year at U 

12's with a little more effort we can change those semi- final loses into wins and league 

play-offs into league wins. This is achievable with the great bunch of lads we have... 

  

Roll on 2010... 

Stephen Ladd 

 

U11B Football 

At the start of the year we participated in the U11 cup where we came second in our 

group eventually losing out to Robert Emmets in the semi final. 

 

In the league we had many close and exciting games, none more so than a narrow 3 

point loss to St Judes 2. We were the only team to run them anyway close in the league 

and eventually finished 4th in our division with a record of 3 wins and 4 losses. 

 

Our player of the year was Robert Tyrell who was a stalwart in midfield dominating most 

opponents and played out of his skin in every match. He was pushed very close for the 

award by our goal keeper Sean Kelly and center back Rian Daly. In the end there was 

very little to choose between the three lads whose effort for the team was above and 

beyond the call of duty.  

 

Most improved player was Eoin Byrne who has begun to show his class at corner 

forward, again one of a number of candidates who could have picked up this award. 

 

We tasted success at the Clontarf tournament where we won the B cup defeating Clontarf 

B in the final 

David Loftus 

 

U12A Football 

2009 was a very successful year for this group of extremely talented footballers.  The 

team competed in 2 competitions Division One South Cup and Division One South 

League.  We started the year competing in the cup playing teams such as Thomas Davis, 

Cuala, Noamh Olaf.  We played 5 games in the group stages of the cup winning all 5 and 

therefore ensuring us home advantage for the Semi Final. The semi final was against 

Ballyboden a team that had beaten us at U11.  This was not going to happen again and 

the lads knuckled down and won this game with a little bit in hand by 3 goals.  The final 

was against Cuala on the all weather pitch in Tallaght.  The lads were a little 

apprehensive about this game because it was on the all weather and at the time we were 

not too familiar with all weather pitches. This did not show in the game as they beat Cuala 

comprehensively 8-12 to 2-9.All the team played brilliantly on the day but a special 

mention has to go to our 6 goal hero Jack Tuite. 

 

With the cup comfortably sitting in the bar in our clubhouse we advanced on to the 

league.  The team was brought back down to earth with a 5 point beating by Thomas 
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Davis in our first match.  We had to 

get the heads together after this and put the cup victory behind us and really concentrate 

on the rest of the league campaign.  They did just that and went on to win 3 in a row 

beating Ballinteer, St Annes 

and Bray Emmets.  A draw away to Cuala and a loss to Ballyboden saw us drop out of 

the challenge for league success.  Our last match of the league was against the eventual 

champions Kilmacud Crokes, Lucan with just pride to play for and missing some key 

players put on a fantastic display of football beating Kilmacud 4-7 to 1-5. 

  

We also had some success North of the border in Belfast where we played our annual 

Community Challenge beating Lamh Dearg and bringing the cup back to Dublin.  This 

match was incorporated in our first overnight trip with the squad and a brilliant weekend 

was had by all.  

Overall the year was a big success winning the cup and finishing 4th in the league only 3 

points off the winners.  Between cup and league we played 14 games winning 11, 

drawing 1 and losing only 2.  We have been entered into a Division Two grading league 

for 2010 and I have no problem seeing us do well in this league and qualifying for 

Division One proper later in the year. 

  

We finished off  the  year with  a very  enjoyable go karting  trip, we may  have  some  

fine  footballers but  there is  also  some  very dodgy  drivers. Our   annual   awards were   

held in   the clubhouse and our   POY was Jordan Dowling and our MIP was Niall 

Madden. 

 

I would like to finish off by thanking everyone that helped during the year especially all the 

parents, the 12B management and the U12 hurling management and with all the 

continued support that I am sure we will get this year we are very confident of another 

successful year. 

  

Greg O' Neill, Richard Timmons, Jim Madden, Gerry Reynolds. 

 

U12B Football 

Following the cup success of the U12A team, the B team were seeded in division 4 which 

was always going to be a huge challenge. 

Following a couple of heavy defeats the mentors decided to concentrate on improving 

basic skills and increasing the number of players in the squad in preparation for 2010.All 

the hard work played off when in the last game of the season, in the bottom of the league 

clash, Lucan achieved a memorable victory v Clann Na Gael (Fonteney) in front of a 

large home support.  

The team has now a healthy squad of 22 players going into the 2010 season and good 

luck to all the players progressing to the A Team.  

Mentors: Martin Buchanan, Peter Tully and Gerry Reynolds 
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U13A Football 

We began the year with a grading league that included all the potential Division 1 teams. 

It proved to be a very difficult experience for us, at the end of which, we dropped to 

Division 2. This proved to be a blessing in disguise as it allowed us the space and time to 

regroup, develop and learn. We went through the league winning all our matches and 

ultimately played Cuala in two matches to decide Division 2 winners. Cuala emerged 

victorious, ourselves finishing as runners-up. On the whole it was a very successful year, 

maybe not in terms of silverware but certainly in terms of the overall development of this 

team. We fully expect to compete in Division 1. We are well aware that we face extremely 

talented opposition, however, we are confident in the knowledge that we are now much 

better equipped to compete with these teams. 

There are a number of people whom we need to thank. Firstly, all the parents who ferry to 

and from training and matches; those who wash jerseys and help with nets and flags in 

AGP, those who travel to matches to lend their support, those who assist with 

fundraising. Damian Murtagh for his co-operation and willingness to reschedule football 

matches. To John Molloy for his ongoing help and support at training. Sean O‟ Conghaile 

for the many words of advice. A special word of thanks to Ronan O‟ Flynn who secured a 

new set of jerseys and tops for the team which was no mean feat considering the current 

economic climate. 

A word of welcome to Dara Keher who has joined the management team 

Finally, to the players. They are a talented group of lads who are developing a very 

healthy work ethic. They are a pleasure to work with. We look forward to the year ahead. 

Eiven Shanahan 

 

U13B Football 

We started the year off in Division 7 of the grading leagues. Following a close fought win 

over our first Northside opponents Clontarf and a comfortable win over Ballinteer our 

season was off to a great start.  

That strong performance in the grading leagues inevitably led to promotion to Division 5. 

This step up of 2 Divisions coupled with the move of 2 of our strongest players to the A 

team affected the lads physically and psychologically and we struggled to win games. 

Although we struggled throughout the year the final score often did not show the effort 

that was put in on the field.  

The squad were not deterred by the tough games and stronger opposition and we 

typically had a full squad at training. We, like many teams had our injuries during the year 

with 2 key players in particular being out for weeks after breaking bones while battling on 

the field for their team.  

Following a number of years with this bunch of lads Dara Keher decided to take the 

opportunity to follow his son and join the U14A team to work with Eiven Shanahan and 

his team. Kieran Kilbane is going to take over the manager‟s role with John Condon 

coming on board to assist with coaching along with Glen Maguire. We are also delighted 

and welcome the help of Conor O'Neill (minor football) at training for the year to come.  
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We will start our Féile year in Division 6 - a division that we feel we should do very well in 

once the lads get their heads down and work hard at training. We wish the lads all the 

success for the year ahead and finally would like to thank Frank and Alice for all their help 

and hard work throughout the year. 

Kieran Kilbane, Colette Condon, Glen Maguire, John Condon,  

 

U14A Football 

The Under 14A footballers played in Division 1 for 2009. This was their second year 

running to play in Division 1. However on this occasion, I think it‟s fair to say, we found 

the going tough. The team lacked nothing in terms of desire or skill but were frustrated 

time and again by physically bigger opponents in every match. 

  

The season started with a heavy loss to Kilmacud. In the next game, the team lost a 

classic match under lights away to St Vincents by just 2 points. The team then enjoyed a 

great win at home to Na Fianna by one point. However losses were recorded against 

Ballyboden, Fingallians, and Naomh Mearnog before the Feile weekend. 

  

Like the season, the Feile weekend turned out to be disappointing. We were drawn in a 

group containing Na Fianna, Naomh Mearnog and Fingallians. The venue was 

Fingallians, whom we played in match 1. We lost controversially by just one point; were 

heavily beaten in match 2 by Na Fianna and lost again by just 1 point in match 3 against 

Naomh Mearnog. So near but yet so far! 

  

On the resumption of league further losses were suffered with the exception of a draw at 

home to Fingallians. The final straw was when the team was fixed by the board to play 2 

league matches on consecutive days on a weekend in November! We think it is grossly 

unfair to ask any team to play on consecutive days; no matter what age group they play 

in; but our protests came to nothing. 

  

We would like to thank all the players for their great effort and commitment during the 

year and look forward to better things in Division 2 in 2010. 

  

We would also like to thank Brendan Gallagher Jnr and Dan Gallagher for their excellent 

training of the lads since August. Their enthusiasm and knowledge has been immense 

and is greatly appreciated.  

  

Paul Quinn      Brian Flynn      Brendan Gallagher 

 

U14B Football 

After a bright start to league action in Division 5, the U14Bs soon found the going tough 

against a number of strong one-team clubs. Despite this, the lads battled on and 

managed a mid-table position to retain our Division 5 status in 2010. Best game of the 

year was away to Trinity Gaels who eventually topped the Division. Going in at halftime, 

Lucan held a nine-point lead. We fell behind in the second half but clawed their way to a 

two-point deficit with one minute to go. A last gasp attack from our own back-line resulted 

in a late goal and a win snatched from almost certain defeat.  
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Our Feile outing was to say the least a bit disappointing. We didn‟t have to travel far; just 

down the road to St. Pats. Despite two initial defeats in the group, the lads never gave up 

and were finally rewarded with a win in the final group game.  

Thanks to everybody who helped out during the year and in particular to the players from 

the U13 squads who boosted our numbers on and off during the year. Thanks to fellow 

mentors, John Mullen and Paul Ryan, for their commitment and help in 2009. Most 

Improved Player 2009: Oisin Fahy; Player of the Year 2009: Mark Hanley 

Mike Hanley 

 

U15 Football 

The Under 15 football team were promoted into Division 2 for 2009 and started their 

league campaign well.  However, the team came out on the wrong side of some close 

results throughout the season in what was a very competitive league. Disappointingly, the 

Under 15s will return to play in Division 3 in 2010.  In the “B” Championship the Under 15 

footballers moved smoothly into a semi-final against Oliver Plunketts.  In a terrific 

encounter a strengthened Plunketts side held out against a spirited Lucan team.  

Plunketts went on to take the “B” Championship. 

Lucan had four representatives on the West Dublin Football Development Squad during 

2009. All four performed well and were great ambassadors for their club. 

The continued support from the players and parents involved in the under 15 panel is 

very much appreciated by the team mentors. 

Mark Smith 

 

Minor A Football 

This year was a remarkable year winning the Minor B Championship and reaching the 

league final. 

There were lots of positive aspects to the year not least winning, but seeing the team 

maturing to a committed and focused group of players. 

We started with a group of 20 players on the panel and added four U16 players at the 

summer break. 

Our League campaign started in late February and we got off to a flying start winning the 

first 3 league games before losing a cracking game to St Maurs by 1 pt. This was 

followed immediately by a loss to St Jude‟s. We got back to winning ways and won the 

next 2 games prior to the Leaving Cert break. A number of victories in Challenge games 

produced the platform required to finish out the league campaign. After the Leaving Cert 

break we won the remaining 3 league games to leave us top of Div 2. 

The league Final planned for July was postponed until after the summer break as other 

teams did not play scheduled matches.  

The summer preparations for the Championship commenced in August and the players 

and coaches gave 100% commitment. The championship format of four teams per league 

left us playing Ballinteer St Johns in opening round which we lost by 5pts. This was the 
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platform for our success and secured victories over Thomas Davis and St Maurs to leave 

us in a Semi final vs. St Jude‟s. We beat Jude‟s in an excellent game in 12
th
 Lock and this 

gave the team the belief that winning was the only outcome for the final vs. Ballinteer. No 

team had beaten us twice all year, this was the major focus for the two weeks leading up 

to the final.  

This was an excellent final and had plenty of excitement and all the hard work paid off as 

Lucan emerged as County B Champions 2009. 

Despite losing the League final this was a very successful year. 

I would like to Thank our Team Captain for 2009 Barry Torsney who showed great 

leadership on the pitch. 

 

We would like to thank all the parents for their continued support for the Team.  

Special thank you to Gallagher Kitchens for kind sponsorship  

 

Panel: Alan Parsons, Barry Torsney, Brian Mullarkey, Bryan Creed, Chris Crummy, Ciaran 

McHugh, Conor Murphy, Dara Mylod, David Courtney, Emmett O Conghaile, James Cavanagh, 

Kevin Mc Bride, Laurence Alia, Mathew Mc Caffrey, Matthew Tuite, Niall Smith, Owen Ennis, 

Robert Dent, Rory Kelly, Sean Newcombe, Shane Donoghue, Shane Hennessy, Simon Collins, 

Stephen Garbutt. 

 

Management Declan Torsney, Kenny Wade, Andy OôNeill and Johnny Keating 

 

Minor B Football 

The 2009 Minor B Football team played in Division 4 League and G Championship.  We 

were very tight for numbers throughout the year and depended on four or five U16s to 

field for most of our matches, thanks to the co-operation of U16 managers Billy Hayes 

and Niall Carabini. Our small numbers were further tested by a few suspensions which 

some of our lads attracted by their robust style of play.  The reader may gather by now 

that this is not a tale of victory on the playing field but the spirit and camaraderie of a core 

of 10 lads kept this team on the road for the year, fielding for all our games. 

  

We started our league playing Raheny where we looked like we were going to win until a 

late recovery by the opposition, who like Our Lord at the wedding feast of Cana keeping 

the best wine till last, produced two strong substitutes who saw us narrowly defeated.  

During the course of the year we continued this losing streak which was hard on 

management and players.  Many of the teams that we played were first teams where 

there would be a few strong players able to lift the performance of their team and put 

games out of our reach.  That being said the year had its memorable moments, like Dylan 

Payne being awarded 4 penalties in a match against Vincents or Colin Byrne getting a 

straight red card without going on the pitch. 

  

On the personnel side we were glad to see lapsed footballers like Colin Byrne, Dylan 

Payne, Declan Weldon, Wayne Nolan, Stephen Mahady, Richie Fox and Afees Ilesanmi 

back playing with the club again.   We also lost a number of players who considered 

themselves too good to be playing on a B team and moved themselves up to the A panel, 

this was a pity because they would have made a difference to our panel.  If we are going 

to keep fielding a minor B football team in this club we need to improve the standard of 
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coaching to keep lads interested in sufficient numbers to keep a decent Minor B squad for 

2010. 

  

We would like to thank the lads for their commitment during year, we wish the second 

year minors well in their future sporting careers and hope that a minor B panel comes 

together for 2010 to have football for the lads that won‟t make the minor A panel 

Pat OôKeeffe 

 

U 21 Football 

The U21 A Footballers played their one championship match on Nov 7th against 

Kilmacud Crokes. The Match ended 1-12 to 0-5 in Crokes favour who went on to be 

beaten in the Final by Cuala. 

  

Our preparation for the 2009 Championship was very mixed, we did complete 6 training 

sessions prior to the game with the aim being that both the A and B squads would initially 

train together. The main problem was in total, between the two squads, on average only 

18-19 players attended the sessions and this lead to us not having the strength in depth 

to compete against teams like Kilmacud.  

  

As with 2008 the aim would be that a number of the players that played on U/21's in 2009 

will be integrated into the Senior and Intermediate teams for 2010 but the lack of 

participation in U/21 Football is something that the Club will have to review.  

  

I would like to thank the Players, Mick Bohan, Eiven Shanahan and Noel Buggie for the 

effort they put in over the short period we were together. 

  

Dave Cullen  

 

Junior A Football 

Having finished the 2008 calender year joint top of the league and top of our cup section 

the Junior B team started back training in large numbers in early January 2009 in 

preparation for league & cup playoff matches.  After a few weeks training and challenge 

match vs Oliver Plunketts we played our Div 10 league playoff vs AIB in St Claires on Jan 

25
th
.  On a wet and windy day we lost narrowly on a scoreline of 0-6 to 1-6 despite good 

performances from R. Curley, Damien Kelly, J. Maughan, D. Crowley & M. Behan.  

Despite this disappointment we continued to train for an expected cup playoff.  

Unfortunately this match was never fixed despite a number of reminders to the CCC, and 

having been successful in this competition again in 2009 we are now also waiting on 

playoff matches to be fixed 9 months after our last 2009 cup match. 

Despite losing our league playoff, we were among 4 teams promoted to division 9 only for 

the CCC to later decide to place the two Lucan Sarsfields junior teams in Div 9 & 10 after 

having relegated our Div 8 team from 2008.  As the Junior A team from 2008 were now 

finding it difficult to field a team it was decided that the 2008 Junior B team would 

compete as Lucan‟s Junior As in AFL9 for 2009 with a Junior B team competing in AFL10 

made up of a number of players from the 2008 junior B panel along with the remainder of 

the 2008 Jun As and some players coming out of minors. 
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O‟Broin Cup 2009 

We started our cup campaign in mid February and contested 6 matches over the 

following 2 months.  We had a convincing home win vs St Annes 3-13 to 0-3, followed by 

an impressive away victory vs St Peregrines 3-13 to 1-6 and another good home win vs 

Naomh Olaf by 0-11 to 0-3.  We the lost an away match to St James Gaels 1-6 to 1-9 

before completing our cup matches in April with two good wins at home to Ballinteer 0-10 

to 0-6 and away to St Kevins Killians 0-10 to 0-8.  This left us top of our group along with 

St Annes & St James Gaels all with 5 wins from 6 games.  We are still waiting for the 

CCC to fix these playoff matches. 

AFL9 2009 

We started our league campaign with great anticipation having moved up a division in the 

league especially as our first fixture saw us drawn to face AIB who only a few weeks 

earlier had beaten us in our playoff match.  On March 1
st
 in the 12

th
 Lock we got our 

league off to the best possible start with an impressive 2-15 to 0-14 victory.  P. Sloane, P. 

Conlon, S. Speight, M. Behan & M. Wallace were particularly prominent in a great team 

performance.  We followed this up with another good win away to a strong Thomas Davis 

team which included Paul Curran.  In a hard fought game we won by 0-10 to 1-4 with 

good performances from D. Crowley, A. Farrell, M. Mooney, P. Mills and Darren Kelly.  In 

our next match away to Naomh Olaf we had a great first half building up a lead of six 

points by half time.  Naomh Olaf had a young fit team who never gave up and after a 

difficult second half we held on for our third win by 0-14 to 2-7.  M. Wallace, T. Griffin, A. 

Hardiman, A. Farrell & M. Behan were best on the day.  On the Thursday after Easter we 

played our first evening match at home to Raheny.  With good performances from D. 

Doyle, J. Maughan, S. Speight, Darren Kelly & M. Behan we recorded a good win by 0-13 

to 0-6 leaving us joint top of the table with 4 wins from 4 and setting us up nicely for a top 

of the table clash a few days later at home to Ranelagh Gaels.  We started off very poorly 

v Ranelagh to go 6 points down by half time but came out in the second half to give a 

much better account of ourselves with points from M. Behan, M. Wallace and Darren 

Kelly and a great goal from E. Crowley.  Mark Behan kicked an equalising point with the 

last kick of the game which was given by the umpire but over-ruled by the ref leaving us 

very disappointed to lose by 1 point on a score of 1-6 to 1-7.  We didn‟t have another 

league match for 6 weeks until the end of May when we met Ballyboden St Endas who 

were in joint second place with ourselves a point behind Ranelagh Gaels.  Despite 

missing a number of regular players we put in a great performance against a very strong 

Ballyboden side.  We spent most of the game battling hard to remain in contention a few 

points behind before winning dramatically with a goal from the last kick of the game by 

Ollie Collins to win by 1 point 1-11 to 0-13.  D. Doyle, J. Maughan, V. Smith, O. Collins, 

M. Wallace, S. Speight, P. Sloane & M. Behan were best on the day.  This win placed us 

firmly in second place and we followed it up with another impressive win away against a 

strong Ballyboughal team 1-19 to 1-13.  A. Farrell, P. Conlon, S. Speight, P. Mills, G. 

Conlon, A. Hardiman & M. Wallace performed well.  Our next match was a big win at 

home to Templeogue Synge St 2-15 to 1-5 followed a few days later by another match at 

home to Erins Isle who were also going well near the top of the league. A great 

performance gave us a 2-8 to 0-5 win which put us back on top of the league.  D. Doyle, 

A. Farrell, M. Behan, A. Hardiman & Damien Kelly all did well on the day.  We followed 

this up with another great away win v St Judes on a scoreline of 2-13 to 0-7.  P. Sloane, 

A. Mahady, M. Behan, E. Crowley, D. Crowley & P. Conlon all performed well.  With 9 

wins out of our 10 games played and with 5 games to go we were top of the league 

followed closely by Ranelagh Gaels & Ballyboden.  In our next match at home to Park 

Rangers we played well in parts but conceded goals either side of half time which left us 

facing an uphill battle against a strong Park Rangers team.  In the end we came up short 
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and despite good performances from A. Farrell, J. Maughan, M. Behan, & D. Crowley lost 

by 2-8 to 2-12.  This was a disappointing setback given how closely contested the league 

was but we got back on track with another good home win v St Marys in late July on a 

scoreline of 3-9 to 2-6 with good performances from R. Curley, P. Sloane, E. Crowley, M. 

Wallace & A. Mahady.  Our next match at the end of August was at home to Clann 

Mhuire and we won well by 3-12 to 1-6 with M. Wallace, O. Collins, P. Conlon, M. Behan 

& A Mahady all doing well.  With 2 matches to play we were in second place a point 

behind the leaders Ranelagh.  We kept the pressure on with a good away win v Naomh 

Barrog on a scoreline of 3-9 to 3-4 with M. Wallace, P. Sloane, P. Conlon & P. Mills best 

on the day.  In early October we played our final league game away to St Brendans in 

Grangegorman.  In a very keenly contested game against a strong St Brendans team 

who were preparing for a championship final we were very unfortunate to lose out by 1 

point on a scoreline of 2-12 to 1-16.  E. Crowley, M. Wallace, D. Crowley, P. Mills & P. 

Conlon were best on the day.  We finished a very exciting league campaign with 12 wins 

and 3 losses from our 15 games.  We currently stand in joint second place with 

Ballyboden with the top 2 teams due to be promoted.  However as Ballyboden still have 1 

match left to play, against a team with nothing to play for, having been allowed to cancel 

a number of matches when the league was very competitive, we may eventually lose out 

narrowly on promotion. 

Junior C Championship 

On a Wednesday evening at the end of April we travelled to Stillorgan to play Kilmacud in 

the first round of the Jun C championship.  Despite fielding a team without all of our 

regular full back line, the match was very evenly contested in the first half and we were 

unlucky to concede a goal to put 4 points between the teams just before half time.  In the 

second half we continued to battle hard to get back into the game until Kilmacud scored 

another goal mid way through the half.  While we came back into it with a goal of our own 

we were eventually beaten by the better team on the day on a scoreline of 2-10 to 1-7.  

We had been performing very well in our league & cup up to this point and we were 

confident of a good run in the championship.  However we were unfortunate to come up 

against a very strong Kilmacud team who played a division above us and were top of div 

8 in the league.  Although playing below par we battled hard for the entire game with A 

Farrell, J. Maughan, M. Behan & D. Crowley being particularly prominent. 

Thanks to all the players for all their effort during the year.  Thanks in particular to Joe 

Maughan & Padraic for their assistance in helping me to organise the training sessions.  

2009 was a good year with relative success in the various competitions and with a 

number of new players coming through such as Ollie Collins, Gary Conlon along with the 

welcome return of Mossy Wallace & Aidan Farrell.  Hopefully with another year of effort & 

commitment from everybody 2010 will see us pushing on to achieve higher honours and 

hopefully some silverware in the league & championship. 

2009 also saw an impressive level of communication and co-operation between all 4 

adult and minor football management teams.  Thanks especially to Mike Nolan & Gerry 

McAndrew as the co-operation between both Junior teams and the Inter football 

management enabled the club to field successful teams in their respective competitions 

and meant that more players got a chance to play football for the club in 2009.  

Congratulations also to Aidan Farrell who was voted Junior A player of the year for 2009 

by his team mates. 

John Costello 
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Junior B Football 

This was a reasonably successful year for the Junior B football team finishing 5
th
 in the 

league and reaching the quarter final of the championship. It represents the best league 

finish in several years and we won our first championship matches in at least 4 or 5 

years.  As usual, the season hinged on two particular matches. The first of these was our 

10
th
 league match in early July against the league leaders, St.Annes. Prior to this we had 

won 6 games and drawn 1 which left us just 3 points behind. The match itself was a close 

encounter played with significant intensity. The appointed referee was a St. Annes 

member and in the end, some of his decisions not to sanction some of their players was 

influential in the outcome of the game which we lost by a single point. This left us 5 

league points behind them and effectively meant that the league was out of sight. The 

second was our championship quarter-final against Parnells in September. We had 

excellent wins over St. Pats of Donabate and Stars of Erin in earlier round and there was 

a real believe that we could go all the way. However, through a long series of mishaps, 

we were left with only 15 players available and as a result lost a very poor game by 1 

point having squandered several opportunities to win the match.  

This team was backboned by a small number of very committed players who were 

supplemented on a weekly basis by players from almost every other adult team in the 

club. We would particularly like to thank the Junior A, Intermediate and Minor teams for 

their co-operation during the year in releasing players on a regular basis. We would also 

like to congratulate our player of the year, Darren Gilbert, and to thank our team captain 

Padraic McCabe for all his support during the year. 

With the large numbers of players coming through from minor, we would expect that this 

team will greatly improve in the coming year. 

Gerry McAndrew 

 

Intermediate Football 

A determined and focused Intermediate football panel made winning a habit in 2009. It 

would have been easy to dwell on relegation from AFL3 the previous season. Perhaps 

some players might have drifted away from our national sport, possibly Lucan‟s second 

team might have struggled further and it would have been a sad day to see the Sarsfields 

colours lowered to such an extent. But instead the club and all involved rallied to the 

cause. A new management team, lead by Barry Whelan, instilled a work ethic straight 

from the start of the year. An uncertain cup campaign failed to yield a win in the opening 

3 games of the season, but everyone had confidence that they were doing the right things 

and they just needed that first win. As the league campaign got underway, that early 

season uncertainty was dispatched as the panel went on a magnificent 9 game unbeaten 

run to take themselves to the top of the AFL4 table. The run consisted of some 

memorable wins, particularly against Crumlin and St. Judes. Suddenly, a Lucan panel full 

of confidence and ability, with a nice mix of youth and experience, was at last challenging 

for a quick return to AFL3. With four games left, the title was tangibly close and its 

destination lay between Lucan and Clann Mhuire as they clashed at the 12
th
 lock in late 

September. Level with minutes remaining, a brace of points for the Naul outfit resulted in 

a 2 point defeat as the AFL4 title went to the north of the county. Disappointed, but far 

from despondent, the Inter panel embarked on the playoff‟s where they were unlucky to 

lose out to St. Sylvesters who took the 2
nd

 promotion place. Further belief was instilled by 
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the panels championship run, where they lost a pulsating round 3 replay by a single point 

to AFL3 side, St.Finians in Inisfails, having put their opponents under considerable, and 

sustained, pressure over both games.   
  
A massive 62 players played at least once in what turned out to be a 36 game, 11 month 

long season. It was remarkable in statistical terms. And while the trophy cabinet may be 

empty, and the team may still be in AFL4, as 2010 gets underway there is every reason 

to be optimistic that further progress can be made and the club as a whole is all the richer 

for the contribution of the intermediate panel. The management and players would like to 

take this opportunity to thank everyone involved in the administrative side for their 

support and hard work, which often goes unnoticed – but not by us! We‟d also like to 

acknowledge and thank those responsible for the support we received from the Senior, 

Junior, Minor and u21 football and hurling management teams. We look forward with 

fresh ambition and enthusiasm to 2010 and wish all involved in the club success at 

whatever level or objective you have for the coming 12 months. 
  
Barry Whelan/Mike Nolan/Gerald Gleeson/Greg Hickey & Lucan Sarsfields Intermediate 

Football Panel 2009 

 

Senior Football 

Senior Football resumed training for 2009 on the 8
th
 January. To begin with, we 

participated in a gym programme in the club gym moving on to grass at the beginning of 

February. It was a very mixed year with highs and lows. The first round championship win 

over the All-Ireland Club Champions, Kilmacud Crokes, being the highlight. Another 

positive to be gained from the year was the launch of the Senior Football Support Group. 

Although this group only met on 2/3 occasions, their help and support was in evidence 

throughout the year. We look forward to working more closely with this group in the year 

ahead.  

In May, Mick Bohan held a mentors night which was attended by in excess of 60 mentors 

and parents, drawn largely from the Juvenile section of the club. It proved to be very 

informative, and we hope enjoyable experience for all who attended. The main thrust of 

the evening was to “coach the coaches” and we intend to follow up on this again this year 

with further sessions targeting specific areas of the club. The first of these takes place in 

mid-February when Dave Cullen will take a session with the Juvenile Ladies Football 

section. 

Thanks to Ken Robinson and DCU, our Development Squad was able to avail of the 

excellent Gym facilities in the Elite Gym in DCU and more importantly, the expertise of 

Martina McCarthy. Martina devised tailored programmes which we were able to use with 

all our squad and proved to be invaluable during the course of the year.  

Presently, we are in the middle of the Adult Football Tournament being run off on a Friday 

night. A special word of thanks here to Gerry McAndrew who has been instrumental in 

getting this up and running. The hope is that this might develop and continue as a social 

event throughout the year. In fact, a group of parents and mentors have already used the 

AWP facility for what could be loosely described as, “non-contact gaelic football,” if such 

exists.  
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Our 15 match league campaign kicked off with a home win against Na Fianna and ended 

with the first Senior match to be played under lights at the club, another home win, 

against Co. Champions, Ballyboden St. Endas. This last win being significant because it 

guaranteed our Division 1 status in the league for 2010. It brought us to mid-table, three 

points short of top four. All associated with Senior Football were disappointed with our 

league campaign. We have no doubt, a top four league finish is well within the grasp of 

this group. 

Championship football provided many of the high points of the year. A thrilling and well 

deserved victory over the reigning All-Ireland Champions, Kilmacud Crokes, set the tone. 

Two weeks later a powerful first half display paved the way for a comfortable win over St 

Marks. That win ensured that we were going to see meaningful championship action in 

September. That action came in the shape of Raheny. Lucan emerged victorious after a 

very high tempo match in which both teams played some very good football. Ballyboden 

St. Endas awaited in the next round. We went into the game on the back of very good 

preparation, full of confidence. The loss of Declan O Shaughnessy to inury within three 

minutes perhaps signaled that it was not going to be our night. Despite a gallant fight 

back in the second half, Boden left with the honours, and in fact, went on to win the Co. 

Final. 

A special mention for some of our group, who not only brought honour and glory to 

themselves and their families, but also to the Senior Football team and the Club. Paul 

Casey and Stephen O Shaughnessy who represented us on the Dublin Senior Football 

team. Brendan Gallagher who played in the Connacht Championship with Leitrim. Dan 

Gallagher and Kevin Fitzgerald who played with the Dublin Junior Football team. David 

Quinn who went as far as an All-Ireland football semi-final with the Dublin U-21‟s. Johnny 

McCaffrey and Peter Kelly who were involved with the Dublin Senior Hurling team and 

Peter also with Dublin U-21 hurlers.  

There are a number of people that need to be thanked. Noel Buggie and Thomas Birch 

for all the unseen work that goes on throughout the year. All who assisted as linesmen, 

umpires, put up/took down nets etc. too numerous to mention by name. To our loyal 

supporters who followed us throughout the year. To Ken Robinson, for his help, 

encouragement and assistance. Ken and DCU provided a tailor made programme for our 

Development Squad.  This programme has been of tremendous value to these players 

and the club. A special word of thanks to Gerry and Ann O Shaughnessy, our caterers, 

who looked after us so well throughout the year. Cillian and Fiachra, our physios, who 

repaired and mended, and generally kept us mobile. Thanks to Paul and Sean and all the 

Executive and Adult Games Committee for their continued support and help throughout 

the year. 

Dave Cullen has taken over as Manager of Templeogue Synge St. Senior Football team 

for the coming year. On behalf of myself, Mick and the Senior Football panel we would 

like to thank Dave for all his efforts over the last two years and wish him the best of luck 

in his new role.  

Mick Bohan Eiven Shanahan 
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Maintenance 

Maintenance activities are both time consuming and generally go unnoticed. Most 

maintenance tasks are carried out by members who are already heavily involved in other 

aspects of club activity! 

Generally the club facilities (both within the clubhouse and playing facilities) are in 

reasonably good shape with the exception of some general wear and tear issues which 

are to be expected from continuous use and activities. In this regard the maintenance 

team have attempted to address most issues which have been brought to its attention 

On behalf of all club members we would like to acknowledge the following individuals for 

their continued service during 2009: 

Grass Cutting:  This is a very time consuming process (4 – 5hrs per cut)!  

Points to note: 

- Management & players are requested to stay off pitches while grass cutting is in 

progress. This is a SAFETY requirement and will help speed up the process 

 

- Teams are requested to leave pitches as they would like to find them i.e. clear of 

all items such as cones; broken hurleys; rubbish etc. Particularly items which 

would be damaging to the mower such as metal Net Pegs 

 

Our thanks to the following:  

Michael O'Grady, Tony Donohue, Hugh Jones, Brian Mahon, Jack O'Neill, Gerry 

McNamara, Willie Ruane, Liam Martin, Eiven Shanahan, Joe Whyte, Dave Byrne  

Heating & Ventilation Preventative Maintenance: 

Preventative maintenance is ongoing and covers all aspects of the H&V systems. 

Thanks to, Niall Carabini; Padraig Dodd and Alan McCarthy who yet again gave of their 

time and expertise and surrendered many a Saturday to this activity!  

Clubhouse General Maintenance: 

Gerry McNamara is to be acknowledged for his continued availability in sorting out the 

variety of problems which presented themselves during 2009.  

We also acknowledge the work of Liam Cuttle and his team who keep the function room 

and bar area presentable to our guests throughout the year. 

Pitch Maintenance & Dressing Rooms: 

Thanks to Joe Whyte / Frank Fleming plus many others for a number of ongoing pitch 

repairs. Thanks also to Hasadine for the important role of weekly lining of pitches and 

great job in keeping dressing rooms clean and presentable to all who use them.  

Organised Clean-Ups: 

We had two clean-up during 2009 with approx 7 – 10 people involved. Great to see a few 

new faces (adults & kids) early in the year with the weeding / painting etc (you know who 
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you are – well done to all). Later in the year we had a power-hose / cleaning the building 

& pathway to compliment the new AWP!  

Thanks to Sean O‟ Conghaile for organising team of helpers. 

Litter: 

Thanks to all members who have done their bit by picking up litter around the Club 

facilities during the year. We urge all mentors to keep an eye on this to ensure all players 

remove what they bring or at the very least “bin it”. 

Advertising Hoardings: 

A few of new hoardings were erected and others removed / repaired in 2009. These are 

important to the club as they bring in much needed sponsorship. Spread the word – 

sponsorship is always welcome (Contact any member of Executive Committee) 

Thanks to Roddy Owens; Gerry McNamara; Richie Byrne; Joe Whyte; Dave Byrne who 

gave considerable time to maintenance of hoardings . 

Pitch Closures: 

During 2009 due to bad weather conditions there were many occasions when pitch 

closures were forced upon us. Note: When a decision is made to close pitches it is made 

with the best interested of all in mind. 

To keep pitches in the best condition possible throughout the year we request: 

- All management and players respect decision when a pitch is closed and avoid 

use of pitches. The all-weather pitch is now available – please use it. 

- If possible greater use should be made of pitches in AGP to spare club pitches 

- Avoid use of goal mouth areas when training  

 

Our thanks to all whom I‟ve forgot to mention (not intentional) who have helped / 

volunteered in some way in keeping our facilities in good condition. 

Dave Byrne 

 

Shop 

2009 has been a tough year for everyone. The club shop has seen its own trade affected 

like most retailers resulting in a reduction in turnover. However, despite the economic 

times we find ourselves, trade in the shop has been robust but with a 10% reduction in 

turnover in comparison to 2008.  

We have endeavoured to introduce new product in the shop, particularly in the leisure 

section and whilst sales have been slow in this area, the product has been well received 

and are proving to be popular. We have introduced Club Mentor Jackets and Club 

Fleeces in addition to the normal stock of hoodies, Polo Shirts, rainjackets and tracksuits. 

In an effort to cater for all budgets, we have introduced 2 new brands (to the shop) of 

Hurling Helmets in for Juveniles. We now have a small stock of Cooper Helmets which 

has to said are the upper reaches of anyone‟s budget. We also have introduced the 
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“Rhino” Brand that is the lowest priced safety approved helmets on the market. Mycro 

Helmets are the leaders in this area and continue to be the biggest seller in helmets.  

We have introduced our own Lucan Sarsfields branded hurleys that represent the best 

value in hurleys in the shop. During 2010 we will continue to bring in new product when 

possible and in the coming weeks we will be introducing Lucan Sarsfields rucksacks and 

boot bags to the array of goods on offer. 

What‟s needed in 2010? We need to thank everyone for their support throughout the year 

in particular all those involved at juvenile level and to ask for their continued support in 

2010. We do need more support from the adult section as it lags way behind those 

involved in the juvenile section. We supply a large number of hurleys in many brands. If 

hurlers in the club want a particular brand stocked then they should let me know. If there 

is sufficient demand for a particular brand we can stock it. That goes for all members 

also. If you have an idea for a product please feel free to approach me at any time. 

I would like to thank all the volunteers who assist in manning the shop throughout the 

year. It‟s very comforting to know that I have a committed reliable group of volunteers. Its 

makes life a lot easier knowing I can depend on them all. 

Tom Casserly 

 

Tuairisc Oifigeach na Gaeilge 

A Chairde Gael, 

Seo achoimre ghairid ar chuid de na gníomhaíochtaí a bhí eagraithe chun aitheantas 

níos fearr a thabhairt don Ghaeilge agus don Chultúr Gaelach anseo sna Sáirséalaigh i 

rith 2009. 

Bíonn seisiún Ceoil Ghaelaigh sa bhéar go rialta. Míle buíochas le na ceolteoiri as 

Craobh Nathai agus clann O‟Grady‟s. Bhaineamar usaid as an úrlar rince freisin le cupla 

rince gealach a dhéanamh. Bhi oiche gaelach again La Padraig in eineacht le Scoil Rince 

Nolan-Dunleavey.  Ba oiche deas a bhi ann le ceol, rince agus aisteoireacht. 

Ghlacamar páirt i Scór Sinsear sna comórtaisí seo a leanas, Tráth na gCeist, 

Amhránaíocht Aonair, Grúpa Ceoil, Bailead Ghrúpa, Athriseoireacht, Rince Seit,  

agus Nuachleas. Bhuaigh an Bailead Ghrúpa (Teach le Cheile) agus an Nuachleas (Feis 

Feoil no Ri Ra agus Ruaille Buaille) Craobh Ath Cliath agus chuaigh ar aigh go Craobh 

Laighean. Comhghairdeachas leo go léir . 

Faoi láthair tá muid ag cleactadh le h-aghaidh Scór Shinsir agus Scór na bPaisti. Beidh 

muid páirteach i mbeagnach gach comórtas aris i mbliana. Go n-eiri le chuile dhuine ata 

ag togail pairt. Beidh leath chraobh Ath Cliath sa chlub air 8ú Feabhra. 

Ghlacamar páirt i Scór na n-Óg sna comórtaisí seo a leanas, Tráth na gCeist, 

Amhránaíocht Aonair, agus Grúpa Ceoil. D‟éirigh le Amhránaíocht Aonair (Jamie), Grúpa 

Ceoil (Eoghan agus Cian), dul ar aghaidh go dtí Craobh Bhaile Átha Cliath. 

Comhghairdeachas leo go léir.  
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Bhi reamh bhabhta de Thráth na gCeist Boird an Chontae again i mi Eanair 2009 sa 

chlub agus ghlac ocht fhoireann pairt. Chuaigh foireann John O‟Sullivan ar aghaidh go dtí 

Craobh an Chontae. Bhi reamh bhabhta 2010 again an mhi seo caite agus ghlac 12 

foireann pairt. Ta foireann ag Na Sáirséalaigh ag dul trid go Craobh ath Cliath ar an 3ú 

Feabhra. Go neiri leo. 

Tá súil againn go mbeidh ar ár gcumas cur leis an obair atá déanta go dtí seo an bhliain 

seo chugainn arís agus cur le ballraíocht agus rannpháirtíocht sna gníomhaíochtaí thuas 

luaite agus cur leo. Más mian linn teacht i dtír ar an stór mór talainn atá againn anseo i 

Leamhcáin agus stáitse a chur ar fáil dóibh go léir, tá cabhair ag teastáil ón oifigeach 

Gaeilge. 

 I mbliana tá sé i gceist go mbeidh níos mó imeachtaí á chuir ar fail do phobail Leamhcán 

le cabhair ó choiste Glór Leamhcán.  Is obair fhiúntach í seo agus is miste an deis a 

thapú anois. Níl dabht ach má thugtar faoi an obair seo go luath agus go fonnmhar gur 

feidir sár bhunchloch a leagann a chuirfidh lenár saibhreas mar phobal amach anseo.   

Stiofan Ó Conghaile 

 

PRO 

Weekly Reports  

 

We continue to bring club news to as many publications as possible each week. Four 

local papers, The Echo,Liffey Champion, Lucan Gazette and Newsletter, as well as the 

Evening Herald, now carry all, or some, of our Clubnotes each week. Clubnotes are 

compiled each Sunday evening and feature upcoming events, news of week to come 

which may be of interest to club members and lotto results. Publication of Clubnotes is in 

the Tuesday edition of the Evening Herald and different days for local papers. Clubnotes 

are also copied onto the Online Local lotto website also. A more comprehensive page is 

then published each Friday in the Lucan Newsletter. This normally covers members 

achievements, events, items of interest, match reports, Nursery times and lotto results. I 

would like to thank  all the mentors who sent in reports during the year, and the Adult and 

Juvenile secretaries for the valuable information they supplied to me during year.  The 

club e-mailing list continues to grow and is a valuable source of information to members. 

Everybody is welcome to sign up through the club website.I would also like to thank the 

Lotto teams for texting the Lotto results every Sunday night, Josephine Donohue for her 

assistance during year and a special thank you to Seamus O‟Cathasaigh who looks after 

things when I am away or on holidays.   

 

Other printed Media 

 

The Lucan Gazette, The Lucan Echo and The Liffey Champion all carry reports and 

photographs on Lucan Sarsfields matches as well as cover the social functions that we 

have during the year. We have great relationships with the three local papers and look 

forward to continuing this into the future. We also get coverage when needed with the 

Evening Herald and our weekly Clubnotes contribution cements this relationship. Thanks 

to Ester Keenan, Martina Gilloway and Tom Waldron for the use of their photographs for 

inclusion in various articles during the year including the annual County Board yearbook.  
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Web based media: 

 

Each week no matter what part of the world you are in, access to the internet gives you 

access to our Clubnotes and newsletter  through the club website www.lucansarsfields.ie. 

Thanks to Pat O‟Keefe and Liz Parsons for keeping this up to date. Clubnotes can also 

be viewed on  www.hoganstand.com and www.hill16.ie.  

 

Other: 

 

We continue to provide information to, and promote Lucan's community radio station 

Liffey Sound, which is  broadcasting on 96.4FM. Thursday evening Joseph Moylan 

carries our news on his Sports Bulletin programme. Each Saturday our own Padraig 

McGarrigle presents a GAA programme from 3.30 – 6.00 pm., and as well as presenting 

our Lucan Sarsfields news he also carries interviews with club members and mentors. A 

more general sports round-up on Sunday evening 7.00 -8.00pm also carries vital match 

score lines and reports.  

 

Garry Beagan,  

 

Bar Report 

The clubhouse bar turnover stayed on a par with last year up to the end of October after 

this there was a slight downturn in turnover mainly due to a slow down of bookings in the 

function room and the very bad weather in December. As this has been a very difficult 

year in the bar trade in general we have not done too badly. The two most lucrative days 

in the bar this year were the Battle of the Parishes and the Family Fun Day.  If we could 

have a few more events like this along with all our other events such as Friday night 

cards, Quiz nights etc they would go a long way to help making the bar more profitable. 

 

Looking ahead to 2010, I am glad to say that the function room bookings are pretty strong 

for the first quarter of the year and already footfall in the bar has increased with the 

opening of the All Weather Pitch facility.  It is up to all the members to support our bar 

whether it be to book the function room for a party or drop up any night of the week for a 

pint. 

 

I would like to thank our Bar Manager Liam Cuttle and all his staff for their help and 

professionalism in running the bar.  Also thanks to our cleaning/door staff staff of Katie, 

Damien, Hasadine, Jack and George who provide an essential service behind the 

scenes.  Finally our thanks to the Clubhouse/Social Committee who are working very 

hard to keep the bar/function room busy with various events. 

 

Greg O' Neill 

 

Sponsorship & Fundraising  

In 2009 the members of the Sponsorship & Fundraising Committee were Sean 

O‟Conghaile, Bill Ryan, Séamus Clandillon, Padraig McArrigle, Donal Walsh, Mike 

Hanley, Eoghan Williams and Paul Stapleton.  Thanks to all for their work during the year.  

http://www.lucansarsfields.ie/
http://www.hoganstand.com/
http://www.hill16.ie/
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Thanks also to outgoing members Mick Roche, Ray Barnes and Pat Keane who all gave 

great service to this aspect of the Club over many years, and who provided great support 

in transition to this year‟s Committee.  

Sponsorship: 

The prevailing economic climate made 2009 a very challenging year for sponsorship.  All 

businesses are feeling the impact of recession and the need to reduce costs, and 

naturally discretionary areas of expenditure such as sponsorship are the first to be 

challenged.  In that context, it is heartening to report that most of our regular sponsors 

continued to support us as much as they could this year.  The loyalty shown by the local 

business community towards the Club in difficult times is a source of great 

encouragement to us, as well, of course, as a source of much needed funds, and is very 

much appreciated.  These sponsors contribute to many different aspects of the club, 

whether it is as club patrons, pitch hoarding sponsors, senior team sponsors, jersey and 

gear sponsors, Lotto sponsors, Race Night sponsors, Golf Classic entrants, or donations 

of prizes for draws and raffles.  A particular highlight in 2009 was the great support 

provided by sponsors to the All Weather Development Draw.  That support contributed 

hugely to the success of that Draw which enabled us to complete the first phase of our 

pitch development plan. 

Thanks to Bill Ryan for his very efficient administration of our commercial dealings with 

sponsors. 

Without the support we get from our sponsors, large and small, we could not continue to 

develop and progress as a club, and to cater for the young people of Lucan who wish to 

play Gaelic games.  However, we do have to recognise the economic reality that our 

sponsors face in business at present, and we need to identify other ways of generating 

funds for the Club to supplement what they can continue to provide. 

Equally, it is important that our sponsors are recognised and supported by the Club and 

its members, and we would appeal to all members to support Club sponsors whenever 

you can, and show them that there is an economic return as well as a social dividend for 

their contribution to Lucan Sarsfields.  

Many Club members have different contacts in business, whether your own employers, 

suppliers, customers etc.  These are all potential Club sponsorship opportunities but we 

need you to make the contact or give us a lead that we can pursue. 

Fundraising: 

Once again, the Club had a very busy fundraising programme in 2009.  The Sponsorship 

& Fundraising Committee is responsible for co-ordinating the overall calendar of 

Fundraising events, but the individual events are each organised by specific Committees 

or sections within the Club.   The following is a report on each of the main events in 2009; 

Á All Weather Development Draw: 

This Draw which ran from June to October was the highlight of our fundraising 

programme this year and raised nearly €250,000 for the All Weather Facilities Project.  

While the Draw did not make our initial target of 4,000 Tickets, the end result of 3,400 in 

the current economic climate was a great achievement.  Sincere thanks and great credit 

to the Committee involved; Mark Smith, Eoghan Williams, Ben Murphy, Eamon Cuggy, 

Dave Byrne, Niall Carabini, Dara Keher, Diarmuid Dawson and Liam Ryan.  Thanks also 

to Pat O‟Keefe, Gary Beagan and Alice Whyte who lead the door to door campaign and 
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to everyone who volunteered to help with it.  Thanks to many others who helped in 

specific aspects of the Draw including Vincent O‟Connor, Mark Reid, Bernie Stapleton, 

Katie Twomey, Colm Hickey, Tony Twomey, and to Seamus Clandillon and Ray Barnes 

who generously shared their advice and experience from previous Draws.   

Ultimately, the main credit for success of the Draw must go to all the members who sold 

and bought tickets.  There were some exceptional performances from both teams and 

individual ticket sellers with the Senior Hurlers and Tom Flannery respectively achieving 

the highest stats.  Apart from the obvious benefit of the funds raised, the Draw has also 

helped to identify some new talent and to involve new people in the running of the Club.  

It also helps to give everyone who contributed a greater sense of “ownership” and identity 

with their club, particularly those who were not members when the last major 

development took place.  

Á Club Lotto 

The weekly Lotto was reasonably successful in 2009. This is due to the faithful support 

we got from our weekly sellers and buyers, direct debit customers and Local Lotto 

internet supporters. The economic climate is not helping but if every adult player/ member 

bought just one ticket per week, we could be clearing a profit in excess of €1,000 per 

week instead of €400 on average. Our weekly Lotto, now in its nineteenth year plays a 

massive part in covering the expenses of the day to day running of the club.  Every 

individual in the club can turn things around by taking it on themselves to take a book of 

tickets from the bar and do their best rather than leaving it to someone else to do. 

Thanks to all who sell and purchase tickets/books on a weekly basis. Yet again we have 

to thank Tommy McCormack and Tom Duff for their remarkable sales each week.  

Between them they account for almost 20% of the weekly sales on average.  The ten 

teams that look after the smooth running of each week's lotto are the unsung heroes of 

the lotto. They are loyal, professional and dependable; thanks to each and every one of 

them. 

We also thank our faithful sponsors for 2009/10 viz. Molloys Stores, Ballydowd; Careys 

Newsagents; Jim Doyle Sports; Matt Reilly Autoparts; Diamond and Gem Jewellers; 

Newcastle Golf Centre; Lucan Village Pharmacy; John Ryan Accountant; McDonald 

Auctioneers. We would ask you to please support them in whatever way you can as they 

have been tremendous supporters of Lucan Sarsfields over the years. 

Weekly Lotto tickets can be purchased in Careys Newsagents and in Collins Butchers in 

Lucan Village. 

From September 2009, we dropped our advertising rates by 25% in line with the present 

economic climate. We would ask adult players and parents of players in the club to 

attempt to source some sponsorship from individual firms/ businesses inside or outside 

Lucan. The present rates are as follows:  

1 week:     €75 

2 weeks:  € 125 

4 weeks:  € 175 

6 weeks:  € 275  
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If we don't get enough sponsors for the year, existing sponsors get additional weekly 

sponsorship free of charge.  Please contact Séamus at 6241328 if you need further 

information or if you can source potential sponsors. 

Well done to Gerry O'Grady and Greg O'Neill for looking after the Local Lotto on a weekly 

basis. Although the numbers in it are small, the impact is important as it allows clients in 

and away from Lucan to broaden the fan base and keep abreast of what's happening 

locally. During the last year €3,592 has been brought in through the Local Lotto.  A 

special word of thanks to Mick O'Byrne of Dual Printing for his advice, guidance and 

prompt delivery of weekly Lotto books for the last twelve years at very competitive prices. 

Below are some of the ways in which you can support your club lotto in a meaningful 

way: 

1.  Take an Easy Play direct debit form with you, fill it in and return it to the secretary. 

2.  Take a weekly book from the Bar counter, including an envelope, and "post" your own 

entry in the lotto box. 

3.  Do the Lotto on line by clicking onto www.lucansarsfields.ie. You can pay by the week 

or for a full year. This option has brought in €3,592 during the last year. 

4.  We need to encourage all ex members and friends of Lucan Sarsfields to support our 

Lotto from anywhere in the world by doing the online version. 

5.  We will give "three ticket books" a trial @ €5 for those who would find it difficult to sell 

a full book. 

Our Lotto teams would be glad of extra sales for Sunday nights as proceedings can be a 

bit slack at times. Your support will help to improve playing facilities for all our members. 

As the saying goes "If you're not in, you can't win". 

Seamus Clandillon 

Á Race Night: 

The 5th annual Race Night held on 15th May was a social and financial success. Like 

last year, the race Night committee was broadly based and included Ray Barnes, Tom 

Flannery, Seán McCaffrey, Eoin Mullarkey, Kathleen Roche, Ed O'Brien, Greg O'Neill, 

Liam Reidy, Michael Roche, Bill Ryan, Declan Torsney, Joe Whyte, Martin  

Mockler and Séamus Clandillon.  This flexi group worked hard in a difficult climate over a 

short period of time to make the event so successful. The Senior hurlers and 

management actively drove this event leading up to and participating especially on the 

night in conjunction with the above committee.  Thanks to everyone who helped in any 

way on the night. We are extremely grateful to all our local businesses and outside 

businesses who faithfully provided sponsorship/prizes/ads once again in a restrictive 

economic climate. We would earnestly ask all Club members to support our loyal 

sponsors in whatever way they can. 

Our thanks to John and Aileen for their efficient and prompt work on designing the layout 

of the programme; thanks to Tadhg Clandillon for his link work with the designers and his 

trojan back-up with revised lists of the sponsors' database; thanks to Philip Maher of 

Inkjet World, Maynooth for prompt delivery of printed programmes; thanks to Martin and 

Niall in The Signlab for posters at the drop of a hat.  Ed O'Brien was his usual 
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professional self in organising and showing the races. Thanks to Barry McDonald for 

doing the mini auction and the main auction race in his own inimitable style. Thanks to 

Liam Cuttle and his bar staff for keeping the horses watered and the jockeys happy! 

Thanks to the managers of all the teams from Nursery through to Senior for their support 

and cooperation in encouraging members, adult players and parents of juvenile players 

to buy into the night by becoming an owner, jockey or trainer.  

The Race Night is essentially a general Club fundraising activity. It is a proven 

fundraising template for all club members and parents of juvenile club members to 

contribute to the running costs of all 66 teams in the Club. We thank you all for your 

contribution in the past and ask you to please continue your valuable support for Race 

Night 2010 to be held on Friday 7th May.  We appeal to all club members to consider 

sourcing an advertisement for the upcoming "Bumper". We are dropping our advertising 

rates by an average of almost 25% but we are not reducing the size of our jockeys! It 

may be more difficult this year to get advertisers so we are appealing to all members to 

give us a dig out.  

2010 ADVERTISING RATES: 

Sponsored Race   : €75 

Full Page Ad.   : €120 

Half Page Ad.  : €75 

Quarter Page Ad.  : €50 

Please contact any of the above committee or Seamus at 6241328 for further 

information.  Make a note in your diary for the Race Night on May 7th and bring along 

some friends for thrills, spills and craic.  

Séamus Clandillon 

Á Family Fun Day: 

The 2009 Lucan Sarsfields fun day took place on Saturday 26th September and formed 

part of the new Lucan weekend festival. Planning for the fun day started in May when a 

committee was formed to oversee the preparation for and running of the day. A huge 

effort was put in by the committee members to come up with a new format for the day in 

an attempt to make the day an enjoyable experience for all members of the family, from 

the very young to the not-so-very young. 

The new format proved a great success, especially the new attractions like the live 

bands, handbag and jewellery stalls and the Stocks & Sponges. These coupled with the 

old favourites like the Burger bar, Fish stand, Human Foosball and the Book stall made 

for a great day out for the whole family. The buzz on the day was exceptional and it was 

great to see so many people turn up on the day.  Financially the funday was an 

outstanding success, bringing in a profit of about €12,000 on the day. This is about 

double the normal profit for a funday in Lucan Sarsfields. 

Special thanks must go to the members of the funday committee for their massive effort 

in making this day such a success. The members of that group were, Niall Carabini, Alan 

McCarthy, Lisa Tuite, Penny  Delmar, Padraic Dodd, John Condon, Josephine Donohue, 

Alice White and Frank Fleming. In addition all the juvenile mentors who helped to run the 
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attractions on the day must be thanked for their time, organisation and energy. Finally a 

huge thank you to the bar staff who coped admirably under severe pressure.  

Frank Fleming 

Á Golf Classic 

The Golf Society ran a very good Golf Classic, at Lucan Golf Club again this year.  Even 

in these difficult economic times, the goodwill towards the Club was evident, with huge 

support again shown in the number of team entries and tee-box sponsors, many from 

regular supporters of this event.  The Committee recognised the need to provide value for 

money and discounted its charges considerably versus 2008.  Many thanks to all our 

supporters who, by their goodwill and their presence each year, make this a very special 

annual event for Lucan Sarsfields.  The Classic again made a significant contribution to 

Club funds, as can be seen in the financial reports and is an important, regular source of 

much-needed income.   

Mick Roche 

Á Battle of the Parishes 

The Battle of the Parishes was held in the club on Saturday, the 25th of April, 2009.  It 

was organised as a club fundraiser by members of the senior hurling panel.  It consisted 

of three matches between the parishes of St Marys and Esker. Firstly, there was a 

primary school game. St Mary‟s BNS, Lucan narrowly defeated Scoil Áine, Esker. A 

camogie match followed with teams comprising of players from each parish, which Esker 

parish won. Audrey Murtagh, the Esker captain was presented with the camogie trophy.  

Finally a piper and the respective parish priests, Father Joe Coyne (St. Marys) and Father 

Tony O‟Reilly (Esker) lead both the Marys and Esker schools and senior teams onto the 

pitch, to compete in what was dubbed a “hurling extravaganza”.  The senior game ended 

in a draw and parish captains, Joey Byrne (St Marys) and Kevin Roche (Esker) shared 

the inaugural title.  The Trophy was presented by Paul Gogarty and dedicated to the 

memory of his father, the late Billy Gogarty (RIP). 

Afterwards in the bar, Dionse provided the musical entertainment, whilst Gerry and Anne 

Shaughnessy served BBQ food on the balcony.  It proved to be a hugely successful and 

enjoyable night for all those involved, with a great turnout of spectators and socialisers! 

Fintan Clandillon 

Á Poker Classics 

The Senior Footballers ran Poker Classics in February and August.  The February event 

was particularly successful while the August one perhaps suffered from being during the 

holiday period.  Thanks to all the Senior Footballers and to Mark Twomey in particular for 

organising the events, and thanks to everyone who sponsored and supported them. 

Á Christmas Raffle 

We didn‟t run a major Christmas Draw this year because we felt it was too soon after the 

All Weather Development Draw.  Instead we ran a more low-key Members Raffle.  

Nevertheless, this proved very successful and made a nice contribution.  Thanks to 

Séamus Clandillon and Kathleen Roche for organising and to all who supported it with by 

sponsoring prizes or selling and buying tickets. 

Á 2010 Club Calendar 

At the end of the year we produced a Club Calendar for 2010 to help boost the funds for 

the new year, as well as raise the profile of the Club.  This has proved very successful to 
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date, and they are still on sale so any members who have not yet got one are urged to do 

so.  Thanks to everyone who helped, in particular to Martina McGilloway who put in many 

long hours putting it all together, and to Diarmuid Dawson and Innovative Print Solutions. 

Á Bag Packing 

The weekly Bag Packing at Boots in Liffey Valley continues to be provide a steady flow of 

funds.  Thanks in particular to all the Juvenile parents and players who organise and 

undertake the bag-packing on a rota basis.  Thanks also to Boots for the great support 

they provide the Club through this arrangement.  There was also a very successful days 

Bag Packing in Marks & Spencers before Christmas.  This was done in conjunction with 

Scoil Mhuire NS (Woodview) who generously gave us the opportunity.  Thanks to Colette 

Condon, Anne Jones and all who helped on the day, and thanks to Scoil Mhuire and M&S 

for their facilitation and co-operation.     

Á Lions Club County Colours BBQ 

The annual County Colours BBQ run by the Lions Club was held in June and, once 

again, it was a great event and very successful.  Almost every county was represented in 

splendid colour.  Thanks to the Lions Club for organising the event so well, and for the 

generous commitment of funds from the proceeds towards helping the Club respond 

flexibly to cases of particular need or financial hardship.  The Lions Club do tremendous 

work in the community and deserve everyone‟s support.  Thanks to Ray Barnes and 

everyone on the organising Committee, and to the then President Michael Gilmartin and 

to new President Eamonn Cullen. 

Á Summer Camps 

The primary objective of the Summer Camps is to provide opportunities for young players 

to participate in and learn Gaelic games is a safe and fun environment during the summer 

months.  However, they do also provide a source of much needed revenue for the Club.  

In 2009, the model was changed somewhat, with 4 weeks of camps organised instead of 

the usual 6.  By and large the change worked well.  Overall attendance figures held up 

well and the reduced number of weeks allowed more time for planning and preparation 

and a greater focus on quality.   Thanks to our GPO, Johnny McCaffrey for very effective 

management and co-ordination of the event, to Kathleen and Josephine who did trojan 

work as always on administration and logistics, and to all our Coaches who provided 

expert tuition and plenty of fun for the kids. 

Á Table Quiz Series 
Our seventh season of table quizzes was well attended. Four quizzes were held from 

January to April 2009. Held on Wednesday nights, regular and newcomer teams attended 

with individual quizzes being greatly supported by adult Camogie (Quizmaster Eileen Mc 

Brearty), Senior Hurling(Q/M Séamus Clandillon), Juvenile Camogie (Q/M Dave Keenan) 

and Senior Football ( Q/M Dave Herlihy). 

For the 2009/10 season, we are staying with the same sectional format. We have ten  

quizzes this season as follows : 

                                           Section                              Quiz Master 

Sept. 16th 2009              Juvenile Hurling                   Frank Fleming 

Oct. 7th                          Juvenile Football                  Robbie Breen 

Oct. 28th                        Quiz for Equipment              Enda Dowling 
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Nov. 17th                       Mamma Mias                       Tom Casserly 

Jan. 20th                        Adult Camogie                     Marion Nestor 

Feb. 10th                       Adult Hurling                        Seamus Clandillon 

March 3rd                      Senior Footballers                Eiven Shanahan 

March 24th            Senior/ Junior Ladies' Football      Colm Hickey 

April 14th                     Juvenile Camogie                  Dave Keenan 

A new addition to the sectional quizzes this year has been the Mamma Mias under the 

guidance of Tom Casserly. There was a huge number of tables on the night and a large 

number of spots donated. Well done to all concerned. Thanks to all the quizmasters and 

their respective teams for making each evening a social and financial success. Thanks to 

Ray Barnes for his consistent support, encouragement and quiet effectiveness 

throughout the season's quizzes. 

We are thankful to Liam Cuttle and his bar staff for all their help in preparing so well for 

the quizzes and looking after the patrons' needs so well. 

Our fourth annual quiz in aid of the three Lucan conferences of St. Vincent De Paul 

society brought out the best in everyone once again.  Thanks to club members, 

managers, players, parents, outsiders and St. Vincent De Paul teams  who responded so 

well to our request for donated spots and raffle prizes so that we didn't have to approach 

hard pressed local traders.  Thanks to Frank Colgan of the Spa Hotel for his support with 

our first prize of  Dinner for Four and to Joe Whyte of Diageo Ireland for our second prize.  

Thanks to Ray Barnes for a very seasonal and challenging quiz. Thanks to Margaret, 

Niamh, Irene and Kathleen who all played blinders.  The Executive of Lucan Sarsfields 

topped up the money raised to a grand total of €2020. The members of St. Vincent De 

Paul are very grateful for this marvellous return on the night which helps them to help 

those who are less fortunate than ourselves. 

Although our Quizzes are going reasonably well, they could be better attended. A few 

extra tables per night would make a big difference financially and in bar takings as the 

proceeds of the quizzes go to club funds to offset the expenses of running all teams from 

Nursery to Senior. We would welcome suggestions to improve the overall running of the 

quizzes. 

Our next quiz is on Wednesday 10th February  at 8.30pm sharp. Please do your best and 

get a team together at €30 per table of four and you will be guaranteed an informative 

and enjoyable social evening. 

Ray Barnes & Séamus Clandillon, Facilitators         

Á Croke Park Premium Tickets 

The regular draw for the two Croke Park Premium Tickets was held again in 2009 and 

continues to be a good earner.  Thanks to Paul McGann for co-ordinating the draw very 

effectively once again, and thanks to all who supported it by selling and buying tickets.  

We also utilised the option on tickets for Rugby & Soccer internationals at Croke Park to 

generate profit for the Club where feasible.  Thanks to all who facilitated that also. 
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Á Intel Volunteers 

Intel in Leixlip run a scheme to encourage their employees to get involved on a voluntary 

basis in their community.  They match the hours logged by staff for work in community 

organisations with a grant of $10 per hour.   The Club received €6,670 (€4,700) in 2009 

for hours logged in 2008.  During 2009, five Intel employees who are involved in the Club 

logged over 1,000 hours which qualifies the Club for the maximum grant of $10,000.  This 

is a tremendous return and is a very welcome new source of funds for the Club.  Sincere 

thanks to the member involved; Ian O‟Connor, Stiofan O‟Conghaile, Mike Nolan, Colm 

Farrell and Billy Fitton.  Great credit is also due to Intel for this very enlightened scheme 

and for the very significant contribution it represents to the communities in which their 

employees live. 

Summary 

The programme of events and activities described above represents a huge amount of 

voluntary endeavour by the Members of Lucan Sarsfields.  Our sincere thanks to 

everyone who volunteered and contributed.  Very few Clubs or organisations have the 

capability to deliver fundraising on this scale year after year.  It is particularly challenging 

in the current environment but equally it is essential that it continues as it provides the 

life-blood for the ongoing operation and future development of our Club.  We look forward 

to the support of all members with fundraising again in 2010.  Events in the coming 

weeks include Night at the Dogs (Feb 12
th
), Fashion Show (Feb 26

th
) and Race Night 

(May 7
th
).  Please support! 

Paul Stapleton 

 

Lá na gClub 

The GAA‟s 125 Celebrations took on a special club focus on the 10
th
 May when clubs the 

length and breadth of the country and those overseas celebrated Lá na gClub. 

President Criostóir Ó Cuana had called on members everywhere to engage with their 

local clubs. Clubs were encouraged to celebrate the GAA‟s century and a quarter 

anniversary by organising events within their communities which underline their 

importance to their respective areas. 

Lucan Sarsfields celebrated the day in style and had a great time at the 12
th
 Lock 

enjoying the good weather and the great range of activities for young and old. The 

highlight of the day was the burying of a time capsule beside the clubhouse.  

So successful was the day across the country that clubs requested a similar day is held in 

2010 to celebrate 126 years! The GAA responded by announcing that the 9
th
 May 2010 

will be another La na gClub day and consequently  the day has been kept free of any 

fixture. 

Our thanks to the organisers of the Lucan Sarsfields‟ day Tom Flannery, Martina 

McGilloway and Imelda Smith 
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Clubhouse Social Committee    

Once again a busy year in 2009. Our committee for 2009 was Mary Reynolds, Kathleen 

Roche, Alice Whyte, Kay Ryan, Colette Condon, Josephine Donohue, Mary Flannery, 

Greg O Neill, Stiofan O Conghaile, Derek Quilligan and Sean O Conghaile. As well as 

organizing the usual Saturday night entertainment, members of the committee were 

involved in organizing regular events like Battle of the Teams, Treasure Hunt, Sars Stars, 

Eve of All Ireland Entertainment, Parents Night, Volunteers Night, Pool Competitions 

etc.etc. A special word of thanks to Niall Carabini and Fergal Delaney who ran the Battle 

of the Teams and to Gerry McAndrew and Tom Waldron who ran the Pool Competitions. 

A new event this year was our Tea Party which was a great success.    

On the 26 
th 

of this month our biggest event of the year takes place; The Lucan Sarsfields 

Fashion Show. Mary Reynolds, Mary Flannery, Kathleen, Alice, Kay, Josephine and 

Colette have put months of hard work into ensuring that this will be one of the social high 

lights of our events calendar in 2010.   

The social committee is always on the look out for new members. If you want to get 

involved or have suggestions regarding any new initiatives we should take, just get in 

touch with any of the people named above. We meet on a monthly basis with the sole 

objective of continuing to keep our Clubhouse a warm, welcoming and friendly 

environment for all our members and visitors. 

Se§n OôCongha²le 

 

Golf Society 

The Golf Society AGM, scheduled for Thursday, February 11th, will review another 

excellent year for the Society.  There were 5 golf outings, to Dunmurry Springs, 

Castleknock, Rathsallagh, South County Dublin and Moyvalley, with an average 

participation of almost 40 golfers from an overall Society membership of nearly 60.   

Well done to outgoing Captain Damian O‟Brien and welcome to 2010 Captain Michael 

O‟Grady.  Congratulations to the doubly-successful Captain‟s Prize winner and Golfer of 

the Year Dave Murray Junior.  Thanks to all our sponsors.  The Organising Committee 

(Dave Whittle, Mick Malone, Mick Roche, Pat Keane) will remain in place for 2010, with 

support from Captain Michael.  Outings planned for 2010 are:  April 10th Tulfarris, May 

15th (TBA), June (TBA), August 28th Castleknock (Captain‟s Day), September 18th 

Knightsbrook.  The Society welcomes new members, please contact any Committee 

member.  

Mick Roche 
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Registrar 

¶ Club Membership fees for 2009 yielded a total €107,170.  

¶ Overall membership increased by 6.7%; to 1768.   

¶ Playing members increased by 17%, adult players from 175 to 206 at present 

male 143, female 63.  

¶ Juvenile numbers increased from 802 to 943; male 604, female 341 giving total 

playing members at all codes of 1145. 

¶ The number of non-playing members involved in our club decreased by 8.4% 

from 680 down to 623. 

Approximately 80% of fees where paid by the end of March, which was a huge help. I 

would like to thank all managers and mentors for their fantastic support in the earlier 

collection of membership fees. A similar improvement in this for next year would be 

greatly appreciated.  

The reduction of non-playing members is a concern. In the current climate, Lucan 

Sarsfields will have to look even more to its membership to help fund our club. Like all 

GAA clubs we rely significantly on volunteers. There is a great need for increased 

parental involvement at every level. We need more parents to become members; offering 

their services in helping to run teams, fund-raising, attending games and functions in the 

clubhouse etc. 

Croke Park has recently launched a new compulsory registration system for all clubs in 

2010. All members will now have a unique ID number. D.O.B is now required for all 

players and parent/guardian details are required for all juvenile players. The County 

Board are now looking for all members to be paid up and registered before the 31
st
 

March. 

Members can now pay their membership and enter or update their details online through 

our club website.   

I wish to thank all those who helped in any way in 2009, especially Dara Keher, Diarmuid 

Dawson, and Vincent O`Connor. I would like to convey my best wishes to the incoming 

registrar for 2010 and assure him/her of my support. 

Gerry Oô Grady 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


